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NEOPHRON TOURS
and our contribution
to nature conservation
Neophron Tours is one of the major tour operators in Bulgaria
for specialized wildlife holidays. Run by experts with long experience in this type of tours, the company has built up a reputation for the quality of services offered.
Everywhere we go, we always try to support the local service
providers and promote environment friendly tourism, believing that this will greatly contribute to improving the life of local people and will raise their awareness to wildlife and nature
conservation.
One of our ultimate goals has always been to raise funds to
help wildlife conservation in the different areas we visit during our tours in Bulgaria. Thanks to funds generated through
our tours and the support of our tour participants, we have
launched a special Wildlife Conservation Fund to help conserve
the national populations of a number of rare and endangered
species of birds, such as the breeding Egyptian Vulture and

Griffon Vulture in the Eastern Rhodopes, the Eastern Imperial Eagle in the Sakar Hills, the Semi-collared Flycatcher in the oak forests of the Eastern
Balkan Range, the wintering Red-breasted Goose
in the Coastal Dobroudzha and many others.
We also help local Bulgarian NGOs, and the Wildllife
Conservation Society (www.wildlifeconservation.bg)
in particular, in their crucial work for preservation of
different biodiversity rich areas in Bulgaria and saving
those areas from deterioration. Under WCS proposals
several new protected areas have been declared and
many others have been saved from destruction. By simply joining one of our tours, you will contribute to our
conservation efforts, as much of our Wildlife Conservation Fund is generated through them. This is the reason
for us to say that Neophron Tours is the logical choice
for anyone who favors responsible travel and loves nature and wildlife.

The key to
the success of
our tours:
Quality in any aspect of our nature
tours and holidays;
Tours tailored to get the best out of
the wildlife of each area;
Tours operated in environmentally
responsible manner, to contribute
to the wildlife conservation and to
benefit the local people;
Good organization from logistic
viewpoint, appropriate and spacey
vehicles;
Small family-run hotels and traditional
food and drinks;

Red-breasted Geese

Experienced guides with extensive
conservation and natural history
knowledge and... a great sense of
humour.

Lilium jankae
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Coastal Dobrоudzha

Egyptian Vultures
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OUR TOURS

Target Birding:
IF YOU ARE AFTER ANY OF THESE BIRDS:

Booted Eagle

We offer a variety of birdwatching and other wildlife and natural
history tours in Bulgaria, Romania and Northern Greece, including
botanical tours, Brown Bear and Wolf viewing, dragonfly and butterfly tours, wildlife photography and natural history tours. Cultural
aspects are never forgotten. The tasty food and good wines of the
Balkans add to the flavour of our tours.
Our birding tours set during the breeding and migration of the
birds are very rewarding and much in demand. The great number
of species that can be seen during these periods is quite impressive
– over 200 bird species are possible in 10–14 days!
Spring and summer round-tours include the richest and most attractive bird areas in the region. On these tours you can see and
enjoy an incredible diversity of birds, including a great number of
Eastern and South-eastern European bird specialities, like the Rock
Partridge, Pygmy Cormorant, White Pelican, Dalmatian Pelican,
Long-legged Buzzard, Eastern Imperial Eagle, Red-footed Falcon,
Lesser Kestrel, Levant Sparrowhawk, Spur-winged Lapwing, Alpine
Accentor, Rufous Bush Robin, Paddyfield Warbler, Olive-tree Warbler,
Semi-collared Flycatcher, Pied Wheatear, Masked Shrike, Rose-colored Starling, Black-headed Bunting and many others.
Spring and autumn migration tours focus on the spectacular annual migration of tens of thousand of birds of prey, pelicans, storks
and passerines along the Black Sea coastal flyway known as the Via
Pontica – one of the major bird migration routes in Europe. Some 70
% of the European raptors, thousands of White Pelicans, Black Storks
and Common Cranes, more than 100 000 White Storks pass over.

Dalmatian Pelican
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Wildlife photographers at the Bourgas lakes

Winter birding tours will take you to the Bulgarian Black Sea coast
– the wintering grounds for hundreds of thousands of wild geese,
among which almost the whole population of the globally threatened Red-breasted Goose. In the recent 30 years up to 62 000 Redbreasted Geese spend the winter in the area of the Shabla lakes.
Thanks to their small area, good shelter conditions and the traditional winter cereal crops around, these two lakes have become famous
as the best spots for watching and photographing these attractive
and rare birds. The less severe climate on the southern Bulgarian
coast and the Aegean coast of Northern Greece allows us to enjoy
hundreds of wintering Dalmatian Pelicans, thousands of Pygmy Cormorants and various species of ducks, including the White-headed
Duck, shorebirds, gulls, raptors and many more.

For the travelers who do not have the time to spare for
longer trips we offer several short breaks, among which the
highlighted Wallcreeper, Rock Partridge and Red-breasted
Goose short breaks, as well as the Balkan Specialties short
tour.
Our birding tours can be combined with botany or viewing
Brown Bear, Wolf, Golden Jackal and other mammals. Brown
Bears are quite easy to observe, especially in spring when
they come out of hibernation and actively search for food.
Bulgaria holds stable Brown Bear and Wolf populations
– about 900 bears and 1500 wolves, while Romania is one of
the best European destinations for Brown Bear viewing.
We offer several botanical itineraries, which introduce you
to the great wealth of Bulgarian wild flora. Special attention
is paid to the Bulgarian and Balkan endemics, numbering
more than 250 species.
The unique character of the Bulgarian butterfly, moth and
dragonfly fauna leaves unforgettable memories for the participants in our tours.
On our amphibian and reptile tour you have the chance to
see and photograph a remarkable variety of species, which
are typical for the Black sea and the Eastern Mediterranean
regions.
All these aspects are combined in our natural history tours.
We manage a well developed network of bird and wildlife
photography hides in Bulgaria, which provide excellent opportunities for photographing many attractive species of birds,
like Eurasian Griffon, Eurasian Black and Egyptian vultures,
Black Kite, Pygmy Cormorant, most of the European herons
and egrets, a big variety of garden and forest passerine birds
and woodpeckers, as well as some mammals of particular interest, like the Golden Jackal. Thanks to the great experience
and knowledge of our team we can bring you to some of
the best spots in Bulgaria, Romania and Northern Greece for
photographing Red-breasted Goose, Dalmatian Pelican, Little
Bittern, European Bee-eater, European Roller, Eurasian Hoopoe, Wallcreeper, Pied Wheatear, Semicollared Flycatcher,
Masked Shrike, Spotted Nutcracker and many more.

Dalmatian Pelican, White Pelican,
Pygmy Cormorant, Red-breasted Goose,
Lesser White-fronted Goose, Ferruginous Duck,
Eurasian Black Vulture, Eastern Imperial Eagle,
Lesser Spotted Eagle, Long-legged Buzzard,
Pallid Harrier, Red-footed Falcon,
Levant Sparrowhawk, Rock Partridge,
Hazel Grouse, Corncrake, Caspian Gull,
White-winged Tern, Eurasian Eagle Owl,
Ural Owl, Tengmalm’s Owl, Pygmy Owl,
White-backed Woodpecker,
Grey-headed Woodpecker, Syrian Woodpecker,
Alpine Accentor, Rufous Bush Robin,
Paddyfield Warbler, Eastern Orphean Warbler,
Olive-tree Warbler, Eastern Bonelli’s Warbler,
Semi-collared Flycatcher,
Red-breasted Flycatcher, Pied Wheatear,
Isabelline Wheatear, Sombre Tit,
Western Rock Nuthatch, Masked Shrike,
Spotted Nutcracker, Wallcreeper,
Black-headed Bunting
or other southeastern specialty birds,

we can help you!
THE ITINERARIES SUGGESTED IN THIS
BROCHURE CAN BE MODIFIED OR WE
CAN DESIGN A TAILOR-MADE TOUR,
CONCENTRATING
SPECIFICALLY
ON
YOUR REQUESTS AND THE TIME YOU
ARE READY TO SPEND!

Stone Curlew
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Classic Spring Birding
A fortnight spring birding tour exploring some of the most
beautiful,bird-rich landscapes in Europe – the Western Black Sea
coast, the Rila, the Rhodopes, the Central Balkan and the Vitosha
Mountains.
Eastern Imperial Eagle

The tour starts with the Rila and the Rhodope Mountains – two lovely
mountain areas to the south-west of Sofia. The Rila is the highest mountain
on the Balkans and has a well preserved alpine zone. Both mountain ranges
feature huge old conifer and mixed forests, cut by streams and rivers running through deep gorges. Here we will have good opportunities to find
the Pygmy Owl, Hazel Grouse, Black and Grey-headed Woodpeckers, Alpine
Swift, Spotted Nutcracker, Ring Ouzel (ssp. alpestris), Firecrest, Crested Tit,
White-throated Dipper, Rock Bunting, and if lucky, the Three-toed Woodpecker (ssp.alpinus) and Wallcreeper too.
In the eastern part of the Rhodope Mountains the landscape is radically
different – jagged peaks, towering cliffs and sparsely vegetated, boulderstrewn slopes. The most spectacular bird residents there are the Eurasian
Griffon Vultures, inhabiting the crater of an ancient volcano. The Eurasian
Black Vultures, Egyptian Vultures, Black Kites, White-tailed and Eastern Imperial Eagles are also frequent visitors of the feeding places. We will see
many Black Storks nesting on the cliffs. Chukars often stand sentinel on
rocky hillsides. The shrill whistles of Western Rock Nuthatches and the songs
of the Ortolan Buntings can be heard everywhere around. Other typically
Balkan birds, like the Pallid Swift, Red-rumped Swallow, Blue Rock Trush,
Blackeared Wheatear (ssp. melanoleuca), Eastern Orphean Warbler, Sardinian Warbler, Eastern Subalpine Warbler, Eastern Bonelli’s Warbler, Olivaceous
Warbler, Sombre Tit, Black-headed Bunting, are common there too.

Middle Spotted Woodpecker

Semi-collared Flycatcher
Western Rock Nuthatch

While we drive to the southern Black Sea coast we will stop in the Sakar Hills
and Strandzha Mountains, where we will be looking for the Eastern Imperial
Eagle, Montagu’s Harrier, Levant Sparrowhawk, Masked Shrike, Woodchat
Shrike, Olive-tree Warbler and Eastern Orphean Warbler. The Sakar is an
area of rounded hills and open valleys, where most of the lowland is steplike
grassland with scattered trees, bushes and agricultural plots. It is Bulgaria’s
Eastern Imperial Eagles stronghold. The Strandzha, on the other hand, is
an endless chain of mild crests and folding wood-covered tops that provide
shelter to the Booted Eagle, the Masked Shrike, the Olive-tree Warbler, the
Semi-collared Flycatcher, etc. European Rollers, European Bee-eaters, Eurasian Hoopoes and Black-headed Buntings are everywhere along the roads.
On the Black Sea coast we will first explore the lakes around the city of Bourgas: it is a complex of extensive wetlands that form one of Europe’s richest
bird areas. The greatest lure of the Bourgas wetlands are the huge flocks
of resident White and Dalmatian Pelicans. At the shallow saline lagoons
of Atanasovsko and Pomorie lakes traditional saltpans are still functioning.
They are of major importance for a big number of birds, including the Blackwinged Stilt, Broad-billed Sandpiper, Curlew Sandpiper, Temminck’s Stint,
Marsh Sandpiper, Kentish Plover, Slender-billed Gull, Little Gull, Mediterranean Gull, Gull-billed Tern, Sandwich Tern and Little Tern.

May – June
The Stone Curlew, Lesser Grey Shrike, Tawny Pipit and Isabelline
Wheatear also find refuge in the steppe vegetation, while the
coastal cliffs are animated by the European Shag (ssp. desmarestii),
Eurasian Eagle Owl and Long-legged Buzzard. In spring, Yelkouan
Shearwaters often fish in the sea close to the cape, attacked by
Arctic Skuas.
Another major birding area on the northern coast is that of the
Shabla and Durankulak wetlands close to the border with Romania. Over 80 bird species breed in the region of the two lakes, the
most interesting of them being the Western Marsh Harrier, Collared
Pratincole, Ferruginous Duck, Red-footed Falcon, Lesser Grey Shrike,
Savi’s Warbler, Marsh Warbler, Cetti’s Warbler, Bearded Reedling,
Common Reed Bunting (ssp. reiseri). The two lakes are one of the
few places in Europe where the Paddyfield Warbler, a typical Asian
species, can be easily seen breeding. There we can expect all species
of European herons, Pygmy Cormorant, other migrating & summering species of waders, gulls and terns.
The next part of the tour is dedicated to the Central Balkan Range.
The mountain’s core, the Central Balkan National Park, protects the
largest European massif of beach forest, which is over 250 years old.
Species of different climatic zones coexist there, including most of
the woodpecker and owl species breeding in Bulgaria. We will arrive
in the area in the afternoon, visit some old beech forests for Redbreasted Flycatcher, White-backed Woodpecker (ssp. lilfordi), Black
Woodpecker, and take a night walk (optional) for Tawny Owl and
possibly Ural Owl.
Finally we will explore the conifer and alpine zones of the Vitosha
Nature Park in the vicinity of Sofia for high mountain birds, such as
the Spotted Nutcracker, Common Crossbill, Ring Ouzel (ssp. alpestris), Firecrest, Water Pipit and Alpine Accentor.
During the trip we will see a lot of White Stork nests. The European
Bee-eater, Eurasian Hoopoe, Syrian Woodpecker, Olivaceous Warbler, Black-headed subspecies of the Yellow Wagtail (ssp. feldegg),
Red-backed Shrike, Spanish Sparrow, Black-headed Bunting and Ortolan Bunting are almost everywhere in the lowlands.

Itinerary:
Varna
Sofia
Bourgas
Plovdiv

Day 1 Arrival at Sofia Airport and
transfer to the Rila/Rhodope Mnts
Day 2 Rila/Rhodope Mnts and drive to
the Eastern Rhodopes
Days 3 & 4 The Eastern Rhodopes
Day 5 Transfer to Bourgas with stops in
the Sakar Hills and Strandzha Mnts
Days 6 & 7 The Bourgas wetlands
Day 8 Transfer to Coastal Dobroudzha with
stops in the Eastern Balkan range
and Kamchia riverine forests
Day 9 Cape Kaliakra steppes and cliffs
Day 10 Shabla and Durankulak lakes
Day 11 Drive to the Central Balkan Mnts
Day 12 The Central Balkan Mnts
Day 13 The Vitosha Mountain
Day 14 Departure from Sofia
Isabelline Wheatear

Eastern Subalpine Warbler

Traveling north along the coast we will pass the oak forests in the Balkan
Mountain’s easternmost part and the unique Kamchia riverine forest. En
route we can expect to find Black Stork, Lesser Spotted Eagle, Grey-headed
Woodpecker, Middle Spotted Woodpecker, Eurasian Wryneck, Barred Warbler, Semi-collared Flycatcher, Sombre Tit and others.
Already at the northern coast, we will dedicate a day to the steppes and
cliffs of Cape Kaliakra, which, besides being a spectacular sight, is a place
hosting the Rose-colored Starling, the Pied Wheatear and several species of
larks, including the Calandra Lark, Greater Short-toed Lark, Crested Lark.
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Ferruginous Duck
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Day 1 Arrival in Bucharest/Varna and
transfer to the Romanian Dobrogea
Day 2 Exploring coastal lagoons,
marshlands and inland gorges and
steppes
Day 3 Transfer north to the town of Tulcea
with a long stop in old deciduous
forests
Days 4, 5 & 6 Three-day boat trip in the
Danube Delta
Day 7 A whole day in the Macin
Mountain N. P.
Day 8 Transfer west to the Southern
Carpathian Mnts
Days 9 & 10 Exploring the alpine and
conifer forests zones of the Southern
Carpathians
Day 11 Transfer to Bucharest for departure

Alpine Accentor

Red-necked Grebe
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Romania not only harbours some of Europe’s most wonderful avifauna, but also hosts other highlights, which make it a
perfect destination for a comfortable and rewarding birding
tour. On this tour we visit the Romanian Dobrogea, the Danube Delta and the Southern Carpathian Mountains.
Starting in Bucharest or Varna, we take in the best of the coastal Dobrogea steppe, rocky valleys and woodlands, with the opportunity to see a big variety of breeding and migrating birds
– rare or absent in other parts of Europe. First we will explore
some of the coastal lagoons and marshlands at the Black Sea.
Here we expect various water birds, including different species
of herons and egrets, gulls and terns, Marsh Harrier, Collared
Pratincole, Kentish Plover, Black-winged Stilts, Paddyfield Warbler, Bearded Reedling. Moving inland to the extensive steppe
grasslands we will be searching for the Stone Curlew, Tawny
Pipit, Calandra Lark, Isabelline Wheatear. We will visit beautiful
rocky gorges, areas with small woodlands and shrubs among
the steppes, where we will look for the Levant Sparrowhawk,
Booted Eagle, Syrian Woodpecker, Pied Wheatear, Lesser Grey
Shrike. At the loess cliffs we will enjoy nesting European Beeeater colonies, with European Rollers often nesting next to
them on the same ground walls.
Birding in the Danube Delta during springtime is one of the
most spectacular events and always produces a long list of specialties. We will spend some time exploring the old deciduous
forests on the hills surrounding the Danube Delta and the riverine forests along the Danube, looking for various forests birds,
such as the Black Woodpecker, Grey-headed Woodpecker, Middle Spotted Woodpecker, Icterine Warbler, Sombre Tit.
We will have three days to explore the best locations within the
Danube Delta by boat, seeing birds and places that are simply
impossible to reach any other way. The pristine sites in the core
of the Delta hold a big variety of birds, including Dalmatian
Pelican, Great White Pelican, Pygmy Cormorant, Ferruginous
Duck, Red-necked Grebe, White-tailed Eagle, Red-footed Falcon, Little Bittern, Squacco Heron, Pallas’s Gull, Whiskered Tern,
Thrush Nightingale, Eurasian Penduline Tit and many others.
Our accommodation for the next two nights will be in the core
of the Danube Delta, the village of Mila 23 – an isolated rural
and traditional settlement of the 18th century.
Back from our boat trip, we will visit the Macin Mountain National Park. This volcanic mountain is the oldest in Romania and
owing to its habitat diversity it has some of the richest fauna
and flora. The key species of birds here will include the Longlegged Buzzard, Isabelline Wheatear, Common Rock Thrush.
During the final part of our tour we will be exploring the alpine
zone and conifer and beech forests in the Southern Carpathians – the highest part of this huge mountain chain, spreading
across Romania. There will be a good variety of forest birds,
incl. the White-backed Woodpecker, Red-breasted Flycatcher,
Ring Ouzel, Crested Tit, Spotted Nutcracker. In the alpine areas
we will be searching for the Alpine Accentor, Black Redstart
and Water Pipit. Here we may have chances also to see and
enjoy one of the most beautiful and sought-after birds in the
world – the Wallcreeper.
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Mid-April – May
A rewarding trip to one of the best preserved and prime birding areas in Europe with outstanding scenery, great habitats
and more than 200 species of birds to see.
Kerkini Lake, scenically the most impressive wetland in Northern
Greece, is the first nature site to explore on this trip. We will visit all
the key birdwatching parts of the lake and in one of the mornings
we can do a boat trip to the heron and cormorant nesting colony,
which provides very good opportunities for bird photography as
well. Some of the fabulous species we target here include the Great
White Pelican, Dalmatian Pelican, Pygmy Cormorant, Purple Heron,
Squacco Heron, Black-crowned Night Heron, Little Bittern, Glossy
Ibis, Black Stork, Black Kite, Eurasian Penduline Tit, Great Reed Warbler and others. In the broad-leaved forests and shrubs, steppes and
arid areas in the countryside surrounding the lake we can see various breeding birds, such as the Long-legged Buzzard, Grey-headed
Woodpecker, Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, Masked Shrike, Lesser
Grey Shrike, Black-headed Bunting, Cirl Bunting, Ortolan Bunting.
Leaving back for the Aegean coast we will make a long stop in the
mountains on the way, searching for some special birds like the Common Rock Thrush, Water Pipit, Horned Lark. Then we will reach the
Nestos river valley with its impressive gorge, where we expect to find
the Rock Partridge, Golden Eagle, Alpine Swift, Red-rumped Swallow,
Eastern Orphean Warbler, Blue Rock Thrush, Western Rock Nuthatch,
Rock Bunting. While we are there we will also check Lake Chrissoupouli, hosting a big variety of waders, plus, by a lucky chance, we may
find Great Spotted Cuckoo.

Kavala
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May – June

Spring Birding in
Northern Greece

K

Romania Spring Birding

M

Itinerary:

Day 1 Arrival at Thessaloniki Airport and
transfer to Lake Kerkini
Days 2 & 3 Lake Kerkini
Day 4 Nestos river valley
Day 5 Nestos gorge and Lake Chrissoupouli
Day 6 Porto Lagos wetlands and grasslands
Day 7 Dadya Forests National Park
Day 8 Evros Delta
Day 9 Transfer back to Thessaloniki and
birding in the Axious Delta area
Day 10 Departure from Thessaloniki

Travelling further east we will make a long stop at the complex of
wetlands and grasslands around Porto Lagos, where we can see the
Greater Flamingo, Lesser Kestrel, Zitting Cisticola and a lot of breeding
and migrating waders. In the surrounding hills we will be searching for
the Rufous Bush Robin, Olive-three Warbler, Black-eared Wheatear.
Then we will settle for three days in the easternmost part of mainland Greece. One of the major sites to visit here is the Dadya Forest National Park. This is another scenically splendid and wildlife rich
area of Greece, especially noted for the fact that 36 of Europe’s 39
species of raptors can be found here. While in the area, we will be
searching for the Eurasian Black Vulture, Eurasian Griffon Vulture,
Egyptian Vulture, Lesser Spotted Eagle, Eastern Subalpine Warbler,
Barred Warbler, Eastern Bonelli’s Warbler and Masked Shrike.

Lesser Kestrel

At the end of our trip we will focus on the famous Evros Delta – one
of the most important wetlands in Europe and a magnet for birders.
Among the big variety of birds that find shelter and food there, we
can expect to see the Ferruginous Duck, Spur-winged Lapwing, Slender-billed Gull, Gull-billed Tern, Collared Pratincole, other migrating
and breeding waders and shore birds. In the dry habitats we will be
looking for the Stone Curlew, European Roller, European Bee-eater,
Calandra Lark, Greater Short-toed Lark, Isabelline Wheater, Tawny
Pipit. Earlier in spring we could have good chances to see Red-footed
Falcons and Levant Sparrowhawks passing over.
Finally we will travel back to Thessaloniki, in the vicinity of which we
will visit the Axious Delta, providing good opportunities for further
birdwatching encounters.
Spur-winged Lapwing
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Itinerary:
Varna
Sofia

Spring Migration

Autumn Migration

April

Mid-August – Mid-October

A tour exploring the spectacular spring migration along the
Bulgarian Black Sea coast with thousands of pelicans, rare
birds of prey and passerines and many other eastern delights! This tour allows you to enjoy the song and displays of
resident and early arriving breeders.

A tour focusing on the spectacular annual migration of thousands of birds of prey, pelicans, storks and passerines along
the Black Sea Flyway, known as the Via Pontica.

Bourgas

This tour starts from the city of Bourgas, lying at the centre of a
complex of extensive wetlands that form one of Europe’s richest bird
areas. The biggest attraction of the Bourgas wetlands are the huge
flocks of migrating White and Dalmatian Pelicans stopping and staying there in spring.

Plovdiv

Day 1 Arrival at Varna or Bourgas Airport
Days 2, 3 & 4 Birding at the wetlands
around Bourgas
Day 5 Drive to the northern Bulgarian
coast through the Eastern Balkan
with stops for roadside birding
Day 6 The lakes of Shabla and Durankulak
Day 7 Kaliakra and Yailata steppes & cliffs
Day 8 Departure

White Storks
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Dalmatian Pelican & White Pelican

Traditional saltpans are still preserved at the shallow lagoons of
Atanassovsko and Pomorie lakes. They are of major importance for a
great number of birds, including the Pied Avocet, Black-winged Stilt,
Marsh Sandpiper, Kentish Plover, Slender-billed and Mediterranean
Gulls, Gull-billed Tern and many other waterfowl and wader species.
The lush vegetation embracing the freshwater lakes of Mandra and
Vaya and the surrounding reedbeds also swarm with life – Savi’s,
Grear Reed and Cetti’s Warblers, Penduline Tit, etc. Ruddy Shelduck,
Glossy Ibis, Eurasian Spoonbill, Pygmy Cormorant, Squacco, Night
and Purple Herons and many, many others can be spotted around.
As we drive to the northern Bulgarian coast via the Eastern Balkan
Range we will stop to look for Grey-headed Woodpecker, Middle
Spotted Woodpecker, Black Woodpecker, Semi-collared Flycatcher,
Black Stork, Lesser Spotted Eagle, Booted Eagle, Short-toed Eagle and
other migrating raptors, storks and passerines. Already on the northern coast, we will visit the two wetlands of Shabla and Durankulak,
close to the border with Romania. There we can expect all species of
European herons, Little Egret, Pygmy Cormorant, various migrating
and summering species of waders, gulls and turns. Pallid Harrier and
Citrine Wagtail are also very likely. We will enjoy the earlier arriving
breeding birds like the Marsh Harrier, Ferruginous Duck, Little Tern,
Whiskered Tern. If you happen to come later in April you will be able
to enjoy also the passing White-winged Terns and Black Terns.
Not very far south the arable agricultural plots give way to colorful
wild steppe, spreading up to the sea edge of cape Kaliakra. There
we will watch the migration of endless flocks of gulls, terns and
herons. The shrubs around produce various species of warblers and
flycatchers. Along with the resident Calandra Larks in the steppes
we should be able to enjoy the early arriving Stone Curlews. The
Isabelline Wheatear finds refuge in the steppe vegetation, while
the coastal cliffs are animated by the Mediterranean subspecies of
the Shag, Eagle Owl, Long-legged Buzzard. Around the cliffs we
may hope to see the Eleonora`s Falcon. Those arriving on a tour
later in April have good chances to see the Pied Wheatears breeding on the cliffs.

Black Kite

The northernmost part of the Bulgarian Black sea coast – Coastal
Dobroudzha – is where our tour starts from. It is a vast plain, rolling
gradually towards the coastal sand dunes and lakes. Here are the
last remnants of the Great Steppe, formerly occupying the bigger
part of the region and «bottle-neck» for the birds on their way
south. A great number of birds are likely to be present here, including Little Bittern, Ferruginous Duck, Glossy Ibis, Caspian Tern, etc.
The southern limit of this geographic area is Cape Kaliakra with
its dramatic red cliffs, dominating the sea waters. There we will
watch European Shags and migrating seabirds. On the dry, open
steppe-land we can find Calandra Lark, Stone Curlew and a range
of migrants, including Isabeline Wheatears, Bee-eaters, various pipits (like the Tawny Pipit and Red-throated Pipit), larks, shrikes and
buntings. The shrubs produce a great diversity of warblers (Icterine,
River and Barred warblers), Red-breasted Flycatchers, etc. If you
come in late August-early September we can still expect to find
Pied Wheatears and Alpine Swifts around the cliffs. Migrating raptors will be passing overhead all the time, including Levant-Sparrow
Hawk, Saker and Red-footed Falcons. Some resident species like the
Long-legged Buzzard and Eagle Owl will also be around.
As we drive to the southern Black Sea coast, we will stop to explore the coastal riverine forests and sand dunes, and later the
oak forests in the Eastern Balkan range. There we can expect to
find residents like the Grey-headed Woodpecker, Middle-spotted
Woodpecker, Lesser-spotted Woodpecker, Short-toed Treeckreeper,
Hawfinch and other forest birds.
The second part of the tour is dedicated to the wetlands around
Bourgas, which form one of Europe’s richest bird areas. Together
they harbor about 340 bird species. One of the biggest attractions
of the Bourgas wetlands is the huge flocks of White and Dalmatian
Pelicans roosting there during migration. The numbers of soaring
birds following the Black Sea coastal flyway in autumn can rival
those at the Bosphoros or the Gibraltar – endless flocks of thousands of White Storks, Lesser Spotted Eagles and Honey Buzzards
and incredible numbers of Black Storks, Booted Eagles, Short-toed
Eagles, Black Kites, Red-footed Falcons, Montagu’s Harriers, Levant
Sparrowhawks, etc. pass overhead.
We will spend one of the mornings watching the migration at Dyulinski Pass – a watch point high up in the wood-clad hills of the
Eastern Balkan range, overlooking the seashore below. Then we will
move down to Atanasovsko Lake – a shallow saline lagoon with traditional saltpans still preserved. The lake is of major importance for
a huge number of birds, including Black-winged Stilt, Broad-billed
and Curlew Sandpipers, Marsh Sandpiper, Kentish Plover, Slenderbilled and Mediterranean Gulls, Gull-billed Tern and many other
migrating wader and waterfowl species. We will also spend an afternoon on the main migration watch-point at this lake, watching
raptor migration and would walk in the salt-pans, focusing on waders and shore birds.

Itinerary:
Varna
Sofia
Bourgas
Plovdiv

Day 1 Arrival at Varna Airport and transfer
to Coastal Dobroudzha
Day 2 Cape Kaliakra steppes and cliffs
Day 3 The lakes of Shabla and Durankulak
Day 4 Another day in Coastal Dobroudzha
Day 5 Drive to the southern Black Sea
coast with stops at the Batova
and Kamchia forests
Day 6 The Bourgas wetlands
Day 7 Dyulinski Pass / Atanasovsko Lake
Day 8 The Bourgas wetlands
Day 9 Departure

Montagu`s Harrier
Marsh Sandpiper
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Winter Birding in Bulgaria
This tour will take you to the Bulgarian Black Sea coast to explore
two of the most important European wetlands for wintering geese.
Every year hundreds of thousands of wild geese, among which almost the whole population of the globally threatened Red-breasted
Goose, choose the northern Bulgarian lakes of Shabla and Durankulak as their wintering grounds. The less severe climate on the southern Bulgarian Black Sea coast allows us to enjoy wintering Dalmatian
Pelicans, Pygmy Cormorants, various species of ducks, shorebirds,
gulls, raptors and many more.

Pygmy Cormorant

Bulgaria’s «Geeseland» – this is the northernmost part of the Black
Sea coast near the Romanian border, where the main roosts of the
geese, the lakes of Shabla and Durankulak, are located. The lakes
occupy former river estuaries, winding through hilly plains down to
the coastal sand dunes and beaches. Watching the early morning
«take off» of hundreds of thousands of wild geese flying inland to
feed in the winter crop fields is truly spectacular! The numerous
flocks of Greater White-fronted Geese feature astonishing numbers
of Red-breasted Geese (usually between 10000 and 50000). While
enjoying the Red-breasted Geese, we will also search for the Lesser
White-fronted Goose. Usually checking the huge flocks of Greater
White-fronted Geese is very productive and the Lesser White-fronted Goose can be spotted and identified. The White-tailed Eagle,
Rough-legged Buzzard, Peregrine Falcon and Merlin, as well as the
Great Bittern are common winter residents here. There are also
good chances for viewing Smew, Greater Spotted Eagle, Saker Falcon, Caspian Gull, Pallas’s Gull and Moustached Warbler at the lakes.
Offshore we can expect to see Black-throated Diver, Red-throated
Diver, Black-necked Grebe, Red-necked Grebe, Slavonian Grebe, Redbreasted Merganser, Red-crested Pochard and Greater Scaup.

January – February
The second part of the tour is focused on the wetlands
around the city of Bourgas that form one of Europe’s richest
bird areas. One of the biggest attractions of the Bourgas wetlands in winter however, are the flocks of Pygmy Cormorants
and Dalmatian Pelicans resident there, and the hundreds of
White-headed Ducks wintering almost every winter on Vaya
Lake. Some of the other species expected there are Whooper
Swan, Tundra Swan (ssp. bewickii), White-tailed Eagle, Bearded Reedling, Smew, Pallas’s Gull, Slender-billed Gull, Mediterranean Gull and other more common wintering waterbirds.
On the way to Bourgas wetlands we will visit the coastal riverine forests and the Eastern Balkan oak forests, which are
very good sites for Grey-headed, Lesser Spotted and Middle
Spotted woodpeckers, Short-toed Treecreeper, Hawfinch, Cirl
Bunting and Sombre Tit.
This tour gives very good opportunities to see the elusive
Wildcat, European Golden Jackal and European Otter.
Red-breasted Goose

Itinerary:
Varna
Sofia
Bourgas
Plovdiv

Day 1
Arrival at Varna Airport and drive north to
Coastal Dobrudzha
Days 2, 3 & 4
Exploring Coastal Dobroudzha for Redbreasted Geese and other wintering birds
Day 5
Drive to Bourgas with stops at
the coastal riverine forests and
the Eastern Balkan oak forests
Days 6 & 7
Birding in the wetlands around Bourgas
Day 8
Drive back north through the Eastern Balkan range and departure from Varna

One of these days we will also explore Cape Kaliakra – sheer cliffs
towering up to 100 m above the seawater. There we can expect to
see the Mediterranean subspecies of the European Shag, Eurasian
Eagle Owl, possibly Wallcreeper, and various sea waterfowl. The adjacent steppe area hosts wintering Calandra Larks, Merlins, Longlegged Buzzards, etc. The Rough-legged Buzzard, Long-eared Owl,
Short-eared Owl and Syrian Woodpecker can also be easily observed
around.
Sombre Tit
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European Golden Jackal
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Itinerary:
U

L

G

A

R

I
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Woodpeckers, Owls
and Grouse

Mid-December – February

March – April and October – November

IIn winter the wetlands of Northern Greece hold huge numbers
of birds that have escaped from the harsh weather in Central
and Eastern Europe. Join us for a great birding experience with
opportunities to see a variety of highly sought-after species!

This tour gives a great opportunity to see all the nine resident species of woodpeckers occurring in Europe, plus some
elusive species of owls and grouse, staying high in the wishlist of many birders.

This tour starts from Thessaloniki on the Aegean Sea. If time allows
we visit Kalohori Lagoon in the vicinity of Thessaloniki, which is a
very good site for waterfowl and shore-birds in winter.

The first location to explore on this tour is the Rila Mountains. This is
landscape of exceptional natural beauty, boasting peaks over 2500
m high, fascinating alpine meadows dotted with glacial lakes and
pristine forests. Before darkness we will check the conifer forests
for Eurasian Pygmy Owl and Tengmalm’s Owl. We will spend the
whole next day in search for the Western Capercaillie, Hazel Grouse
and Eurasian Pygmy Owl, as well as for the Black and Grey-headed
Woodpeckers. Other mountain species that we may expect to see
here include the Spotted Nutcracker, Ring Ouzel (ssp. alpestris),
Crested Tit, Firecrest.

Itinerary:

M

K

B

Winter Birding in
Northern Greece

Alexandroupolis

A

S

A

E

G

E

E

N

A

TR

Thessaloniki

TR

Kavala

Day 1 Arrival at Thessaloniki Airport and
transfer to Lake Kerkini
Days 2 & 3 Exploring the area of
Kerkini Lake National Park
Day 4 Transfer to the Nestos Delta and
birding there during the rest
of the day
Day 5 Nestos Gorge, Vistonida and
Ismarida lakes
Day 6 Dadia Forest National Park
Day 7 Evros Delta
Day 8 Transfer to Thessaloniki for
departure

The first couple of days we will explore the area of Kerkini Lake National Park, which hosts big flocks of waterfowl and waders in winter.
Among the target species that we are expected to see here are the
Dalmatian Pelican, Pygmy Cormorant, Whooper Swan, Tundra Swan
(ssp. bewickii), Ferruginous Duck, Greater Flamingo, Greater Spotted Eagle, Moustached Warbler. The Lesser White-fronted Goose
is amongst the site’s highlights, as its whole European population
comes to spend the winter in the wetlands of Northern Greece. The
forests around the lake hold Black Woodpecker, Grey-headed Woodpecker, Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers, Short-toed Treecreeper, Sombre Tit, etc. The Wallcreeper is another specialty in the area, as this
magnificent bird can be found wintering on some of the local cliffs.
The Nestos Delta is the next main birding site we visit on this trip.
It hosts a big variety of wintering gulls, including Audouin’s and
Caspian Gull. Other target species here include the Black-throated
Diver, Red-necked Grebe, Common Scoter, Velvet Scoter. We will
also check the hills in the Nestos Gorge for Rock Partridge, Rock
Bunting, Cirl Bunting and Sombre Tit. Then we will head east,
where we will spend the day at the Vistonida and Ismarida lakes,
looking for the White-headed Duck, Great Bittern, Smew, Whitetailed Eagle, Slender-billed Gull, Calandra Lark.
Another major birding area which we will visit is the Dadia Forest
National Park, hosting the only breeding population of the Eurasian Black Vulture in Greece. At the feeding station we can also
expect the Eurasian Griffon Vulture, Black Kite, Golden Eagle, Eastern Imperial Eagle. Other interesting species of birds in the area
include the Long-legged Buzzard, Syrian Woodpecker, Middle Spotted Woodpecker, Sombre Tit, Rock Bunting and Cirl Bunting.

Eurasian Black Vulture
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The final part of our holiday is dedicated to the Evros Delta, where
we will be searching for the Greater Flamingo, Great Bittern, Pygmy
Cormorant, Ruddy Shelduck, Greater Spotted Eagle, Eastern Imperial Eagle, as well as plenty of ducks, gulls and waders. In cold winters some big numbers of geese come in the area from the north,
including the Red-breasted Goose and Tundra Bean Goose.

Greater Flamingos

On the third day we move on to the Western Rhodope Mountains.
On the way we will check a few places for Eurasian Three-toed
Woodpecker (ssp. alpinus) and Eurasian Pygmy Owl. The next
morning we will spend walking in conifer and deciduous forests of
the Western Rhodopes, with good chances to see a Hazel Grouse,
Grey-headed and Black Woodpeckers. Other interesting birds we
may expect to see here include the White-throated Dipper and
Rock Bunting, plus Sombre Tit, Marsh Tit, Bullfinch.
Next we transfer north – to the Central Balkan Mountains with
stops in the lowland deciduous forests and orchards, in search for
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, Middle Spotted Woodpecker and
European Green Woodpecker. In the lowland settlements we will
have excellent chances to observe the Syrian Woodpecker and Little Owl.

Varna
Sofia
Bourgas
Plovdiv

Day 1 Arrival at Sofia Airport; A couple of
hours transfer south to the Rila Mnts
Day 2 Full day exploring the conifer forests
of the Rila Mnts
Day 3 Transfer to the southern part of
the Western Rhodope Mnts
Day 4 Full day in the Western Rhodopes
Day 5 Transfer north to the Central
Balkan Mountains
Day 6 The Central Balkan National Park
Day 7 Transfer to the Western Balkan Mnts
Day 8 Full day in the Western Balkan Mnts
Day 9 Departure from Sofia
Three-toed Woodpecker

The Balkan Mountain Range that is crossing the whole territory of
Bulgaria from west to east, is characterized mainly with its extensive beech and conifer forests. It is one of the wildlife-richest parts
of Bulgaria. The whole next day we will explore the area of the
Central Balkan National Park, where our target species will be the
White-backed Woodpecker (ssp. lilfordi). Here we can also expect
to see the Black, Grey-headed, Middle Spotted and Lesser Spotted
Woodpeckers. In the evening we will visit some of the beech forests
in the area, where we will have good chances to find the Tawny
Owl and possibly the Ural Owl.
Moving on to the Western Balkan Mountains we will be searching for Eurasian Eagle Owl and different species of woodpeckers,
accenting on those which we have missed or not seen well in the
previous days. For the last two days we will be based in the vicinity
of Sofia. We will spend a full day in the Western Balkan Mountains searching for Rock Partridge and again, we will try to find
those species of birds, which we have missed or not seen well in
the previous days. Some of the birds likely to be seen here include
the Grey-headed and Black Woodpeckers, Alpine Chough, Golden
Eagle, Long-legged Buzzard, Sombre Tit and Rock Bunting.

Western Capercaillie
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Itinerary:

Birds of Prey Tour
May – mid-July

Varna
Sofia

Bourgas
Plovdiv

Day 1 Transfer to the Eastern Rhodopes
Day 2 A whole day in the Eastern
Rhodopes
Day 3 Morning – Eastern Rhodopes;
Afternoon – transfer to the Sakar
Hills
Day 4 A whole day in the Sakar Hills
Day 5 Transfer to the Southern Black Sea
coast with stops for birding
on the way
Day 6 Birding in the Bourgas wetlands
Day 7 Transfer to the Central Balkan
Mountains with stops for birding
Day 8 Departure from Sofia

On this tour we have excellent chances to see all the 22
breeding species of raptors in Bulgaria plus several passing,
non-breeding and vagrant species including: Eurasian Black
Vulture, Eurasian Griffon Vulture, Egyptian Vulture, Shorttoed Eagle, Booted Eagle, Eastern Imperial Eagle, Golden
Eagle, Saker Falcon, Long-legged Buzzard, European Honey
Buzzard, Montagu’s Harrier and Levant Sparrowhawk.
We start from Sofia and our first destination is the Eastern Rhodope
Mountains. The diversity of birds of prey here is amazing – 36 species of the 39 recorded in Europe. The region’s highlight is the colony
of Eurasian Griffon Vultures, inhabiting the crater of an ancient volcano.
We will spend a day and a half in the Eastern Rhodopes, including
one morning at one of the vulture feeding places in the area. Main
birds to be seen here: Eurasian Griffon Vulture, Eurasian Black Vulture, Egyptian Vulture, Black Kite, Booted Eagle, Short-toed Eagle,
Golden Eagle, Long-legged Buzzard, Common Buzzard, Peregrine
Falcon, Common Kestrel, Black Stork, Chukar, Eurasian Scops Owl, Pallid Swift, Sombre Tit, Black-eared Wheatear (ssp. melanoleuca), Blue
Rock Thrush, Eastern Subalpine Warbler, Olivaceous Warbler, Lesser
Grey Shrike, Woodchat Shrike, Western Rock Nuthatch, Black-headed
Bunting, etc.
Next come the Sakar Hills – the stronghold of the Eastern Imperial
Eagle in Bulgaria. The Sakar is a low mountain covered with broadleaved forests and steppe-like grassland with scattered trees, bushes
and agricultural land. Most of the known Eastern Imperial Eagle
nests in the country are here. Apart from the Eastern Imperial Eagle,
in the Sakar Hills we will be looking for the Lesser Spotted Eagle,
Booted Eagle, Black Kite, Long-legged Buzzard, Masked Shrike, Olivetree Warbler, Eastern Orphean Warbler, European Roller, European
Bee-eater, Ortolan Bunting, Black-headed Bunting. In the foot of the
Sakar Hills we will visit one of our best sites for observing the Levant
Sparrowhawk.
Our tour continues with a drive to the Southern Bulgarian Black Sea
coast with stops in the agriculture lands between Sakar and Western
Strandzha Mnts, where the Montague’s Harrier regularly breeds.

Levant Sparrowhawk

In the next two days we will explore the Bourgas wetlands and the
surrounding forests, shrub and grassland areas. The city of Bourgas
lies in the centre of a complex of extensive wetland sites, which form
one of Europe’s richest bird areas. Key bird species to be seen here:
White-tailed Eagle, European Honey Buzzard, Western Marsh Harrier,
White Pelican, Dalmatian Pelican, Pygmy Cormorant, Squacco Heron,
Purple Heron, Black-winged Stilt, Curlew Sandpiper, Marsh Sandpiper,
Kentish Plover, Slender-billed Gull, Gull-billed Tern, Collared Pratincole,
Great Reed Warbler, Eurasian Penduline Tit, etc. In the Bourgas area
we will have small chances to see the Red-footed Falcon too.
Then we transfer to the Central Balkan Mountains with some stops
on the way for birding and lunch. The Balkan Mountains range, crossing the whole territory of Bulgaria from west to east, is characterized
mainly with its extensive beech and conifer forests, mountain meadows and huge rock formations. It is one of the wildlife-richest parts of
Bulgaria. The birds we expect to see here include the Golden Eagle,
Northern Goshawk, Eurasian Sparrowhawk, Water Pipit, Ring Ouzel
(ssp. alpestris), Whinchat, etc.
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Egyptian Vultures

Balkan Specialties
Short Tour

Itinerary:

May – mid-June
A 4-day tour along the Bulgarian Black Sea coast, focusing on the
observation of some of the most targeted species of birds in Southeastern Europe, including Dalmatian Pelican, Pygmy Cormorant,
Lesser Spotted Eagle, Long-legged Buzzard, Levant Sparrowhawk,
Syrian Woodpecker, Masked Shrike, Sombre Tit, Paddyfield Warbler,
Eastern Bonelli’s Warbler, Olive-tree Warbler, Olivaceous Warbler,
Black-headed Bunting, Semi-collared Flycatcher, Pied Wheatear and
Isabelline Wheatear.
We will first visit the coastal lakes of Shabla and Durankulak and
Cape Kaliakra on the northern sea coast. On our way south we will
stop in the Eastern Balkan mountain range, where we can find a
great variety of forest birds. In the last two days we will explore
the Bourgas wetlands and the deciduous forests in the Strandzha
Mountains.
Masked Shrike

Plovdiv

Day 1 Arrival at Varna or Bourgas Airport.
Transfer to the northern Bulgarian
Black Sea coast
Day 2 The lakes of Shabla and Durankulak
and Cape Kaliakra
Day 3 Drive south along the coast with
stops in the Eastern Balkan Range
and the Bourgas wetlands
Day 4 Birding in the Strandzha Mnts and
then transfer for departure to Varna
or Bourgas Airport

Itinerary:

Rock Partridge
Short Tour

Plovdiv

April – June
We run this 4-day tour either in the Balkan or the Pirin Mountains
– two of the highest mountains on the Balkans. We choose the
location depending on the chances to see the Rock Partridge there
in the respective year. To increase our chances of seeing this impressive, but rather shy bird we start early in the morning, before dawn.
For two days we explore Rock Partridge habitats in the spectacular
surroundings of mountain gorges, waterfalls and cliff tops.
The chances of seeng and photographing the bird depend very
much on the weather conditions in the mountains.

Day 1 Arrival at Sofia and transfer to the
Balkan Mountains or the Pirin Mnts.
Days 2 & 3 Exploring the surrounding
areas for Rock Partridge
Day 4 Transfer back to Sofia for departure
Rock Pаrtridges

Other birds likely to be seen in the Rock Partridge areas: Golden Eagle, Short-toed Eagle, Ring Ouzel (the South-European subspecies
alpinus), Water Pipit, Common Rock Thrush, Red-rumped Swallow,
Alpine Chough, Rock Bunting, etc. If your return flight is late in the
afternoon, we can visit the Vitosha Mountain near Sofia where we
can expect to find Spotted Nutcracker, Willow Tit and Firecrest.
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January – February

April – August

An utterly rewarding trip, designed for birders keen enough
to neglect the cold!

A short break that would take you either to the mountains
in south-western Bulgaria, or to the Southern Carpathian
Mountains in Romania, depending on where it is easier to
find the Wallcreeper at the time of your visit. This means
that we will be flexible with this target birding tour, the idea
being to increase to the maximum our chances to enjoy and
photograph this magnificent bird.

Itinerary:
R

O

M

A

N

I

A

Brașov

Sofia
Bourgas
Plovdiv

Day 1 Arrival at Varna Airport and
transfer to Coastal Dobroudzha
Days 2 & 3 Exploring the lakes of
Durankulak and Shabla and the
steppes of Kaliakra
Day 4 Morning birding (depending on
the flight schedule) / transfer to
Varna and departure
Long-legged Buzzard with Common Buzzards

The northernmost part of the Bulgarian Black Sea coast – Coastal
Dobroudzha – is famous for being the wintering ground for hundreds of thousands of wild geese, among which almost the whole
population of the globally threatened Red-breasted Goose. In the
recent 30 years up to 62 000 Red-breasted Geese have been spending the winter in the area of the lakes of Durankulak and Shabla.
Thanks to the traditionally grown winter cereal crops in the area of
the two freshwater lakes and the good shelter they provide, there
are excellent conditions for the geese to survive the harsh winter
and for the birders to enjoy them!
Our 4-day tour is focused on the region of the two coastal lakes
Shabla and Durankulak, which form the main roost of the Redbreasted Goose. There we will watch the spectacle of the flocks’
early morning take-off for the feeding grounds, then follow them
to have a closer view. While inspecting the flocks of Red-breasted
and White-fronted Geese we regularly spot the Lesser White-fronted Goose too.
The coastline of Cape Kaliakra with its vertical orange-red limestone
cliffs and the Batova riverine forests will diversify our tour.
While in the region we will have good chances to see plenty of other interesting birds like the Mediterranean Shag, Great Bittern, Pallas’s Gull, White-tailed Eagle, Greater Spotted Eagle, Long-legged
Buzzard, Rough-legged Buzzard, Merlin, Eagle Owl, Short-eared
Owl, Little Owl, Calandra Lark, Siryan Woodpecker, Hawfinch, etc.
Wildlife Conservation Society plays a leading role in the monitoring and conservation of the Red-breasted Goose in Bulgaria. Many
of this activities are financed with funds raised through our birdwatching and wildlife tours.

Red-breasted Geese
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The main Wallcreeper spots in Bulgaria are located in high mountain ranges in south-western Bulgaria – the Pirin, the Rila and the
Western Rhodope mountains. The landscape in the Rila and the
Pirin mountains is of expressed alpine character and exceptional
natural beauty, boasting high peaks over 2500 m, fascinating
alpine meadows dotted with glacial lakes, dense forests, spectacular rocky gorges and precipitous cliffs. Quite different is the
view in the Western Rhodopes - rounded, pine-clad hills, occasionally cut by streams and rivers winding through deep gorges.
We will spend our time exploring the rock faces in the mountains, searching for the Wallcreeper. Usually the Wallcreepers can
be easily seen constantly flicking their crimson-and-black wings
while investigating the rocky nooks for food. We will also check
certain conifer forests and mountain meadows for birds like the
Grey-headed Woodpecker, Black Woodpecker, Spotted Nutcracker,
Alpine Chough, Ring Ouzel, Crag Martin, Crested Tit, Firecrest, Rock
Bunting and many others.
Our alternative Wallcreeper spots are in the highest part of the
Southern Carpathians in neighbouring Romania. This is a long chain
of mountains with vast stretches of spruce, beech and oak forests,
holding with large populations of Brown Bear, Wolf, Chamois and a
rich diversity of birds, reptiles, amphibians, invertebrates and plants.

Bucharest

Constanta

SR
B

Varna

U
A

Wallcreeper
short break

D

Red-breasted Goose
short break

M

Itinerary:

Varna

B

U

L

G

A

R

I

A

Sofia
Bourgas
Plovdiv

Day 1 Arrival at Sofia / Bucharest Airport
and transfer to the mountains in SW
Bulgaria or to the Southern
Carpathians in Romania
Days 2 & 3 Exploring Wallcreeper sites
and other mountain habitats in
the vicinity
Day 4 Departure
By mid to late May we will have checked the two
locations and will be able to suggest a detailed tour
itinerary.

During our tour we will be exploring the alpine and conifer forest zones of the mountain, where apart from the Wallcreeper we
will be able to enjoy a good variety of forest birds, including the
Black and Grey-headed woodpeckers, Willow Tit, Crested Tit. In the
alpine areas we will have very good chances to observe the Alpine
Accentor, Horned Lark, Black Redstart and Water Pipit.

Wallcreepers

Wallcreeper
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The Best of Bulgaria
Few countries can rival Bulgaria’s scenic splendour and diverse nature. The landscape changes every few kilometers to reveal alpine
mountains, rivers with spectacular canyons, vast meadows and forests, coastal wetlands and sand beaches. With this tour we have
tried to put together the best of the country’s fascinating wildlife
features and aspects.
Our tour starts in Coastal Dobroudzha – the north-eastern corner of Bulgaria, touching on the Black Sea coast. Here the green plain gradually rolls
on towards the coastal lakes, sand dunes and beaches. On the sand dunes
and around the marshy areas we expect a lot of interesting plants and a
big variety of water birds, including the Pygmy Cormorant, Ferruginous
Duck, Western Marsh Harrier, Bearded Reedling and various species of herons and terns. Next we will visit the steppes and cliffs around Cape Kaliakra,
where the plain descends steeply towards the expanse of the sea and the
sea cliff towers up to 70 m. Around the medieval fortress guarding the cape
we expect to see the European Shag, Long-legged Buzzard, Stone Curlew,
Alpine Swift, Red-rumped Swallow, Calandra Lark, Pied Wheatear. Some of
the interesting species of plants here include Paeonia tenuifolia, Scutellaria
orientalis, Salvia nutans, Ruta glaveolens, Euphorbia myrsinites, Silene
caliacrae.

Balkan Copper

Our tour continues south along the coast, through the Kamchia riverine
forests and the Eastern Balkan Mountains. The unusual coexistence of
ash, oak, elm, alder and maple trees with lianas climbing between their
branches, creates the impression of a tropical forest in the area around
the Kamchia river mouth. The bird species likely to be seen in both sites
include the Lesser Spotted Eagle, Black Stork, Black Woodpecker, Middle
Spotted Woodpecker, Barred Warbler, Semi-collared Flycatcher. The accommodation for the next two days will be in the picturesque coastal town of
Sozopol. On the way we will visit the Bourgas wetlands to enjoy various water birds, such as the White Pelican, Dalmatian Pelican, Pygmy Cormorant,
Squacco Heron, Black-crowned Night Heron, Purple Heron, White-tailed
Eagle, Black-winged Stilt, Eurasian Penduline Tit.
Past the beautiful town of Sozopol and the sand dunes of Primorsko, we
come to the most south-eastern corner of Bulgaria, covered by the forests of the Strandzha Mountain. The Strandzha occupies one of the first
places in Europe in terms of biological diversity. Its forests are representative of the typical temperate oak and beech deciduous forest with laurel
undergrowth, featuring the beautiful Rododendron ponticum. Other botanical specialties of the Strandzha would be Daphne pontica, Ilex colchica,
Pyracantha coccinea, Salvia forskahlei. The Strandzha provides shelter to
the White-backed Woodpecker, Grey-headed Woodpecker, Middle Spotted
Woodpecker, Short-toed Treecreeper. We will also stop at the sand dunes
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May – June

Itinerary:

and grasslands at the Ropotamo river complex. Here we will try
to find some rare plants like Tulipa thracica, Linum tauricum ssp.
bulgaricum, Limodorum abortivum, Verbascum phoeniceum, Verbascum bugulifolium, Iris sintenisii.
Leaving the Black Sea coast we continue southwest, to the Eastern
Rhodope Mnts, with a long stop in the Sakar Hills to look for the
Eastern Imperial Eagle, Levant Sparrowhawk, Masked Shrike, Sombre Tit. We will also see a lot of European Rollers, European Beeeaters, Eurasian Hoopoes and Black-headed Buntings, plus colonies
of the European Souslik.
The Eastern Rhodopes is a mountain of rolling hillsides alternating
with rugged landscape of cliffs and sparsely vegetated, boulderstrewn slopes. One of the most spectacular features of the region
is the colony of Eurasian Griffon Vultures, inhabiting the crater of
an ancient volcano. The main birds to be seen here include also the
Eurasian Black Vulture, Egyptian Vulture, Booted Eagle, Short-toed
Eagle and Golden Eagle, Chukar, Eurasian Scops Owl, Blue Rock
Thrush, Western Rock Nuthatch, Ortolan Bunting. The amphibian
and reptile fauna here includes the Spur-thighed Tortoise, Eastern
Hermann’s Tortoise, Balkan Green Lizard, Eastern Montpellier Snake.
Having spent a couple of days in the Eastern Rhodopes, we continue to the higher western part of the mountain. It is a landscape
of rounded, pine-clad hills, occasionally cut by streams and rivers
winding through deep gorges that resound with the shrill calls
of the Peregrine Falcons. Other birds to be seen here include the
White-throated Dipper and Rock Bunting, while the conifer forests
and meadows in the area could produce Spotted Nutcracker, Crested Tit, Firecrest, Corncrake, as well as some rare butterflies and
reptiles. The range of interesting and colorful plants, among which
the endemic Haberlea rhodopensis, is a feast for the eye.
In the end of the tour we will visit the magnificent Pirin and Rila
Mountains in southwestern Bulgaria. The relief here is of strongly
expressed alpine character. Emerald glacier lakes reflect the surrounding peaks and sharp crests. Venerable conifer trees, thick
pine-scrub formations and vast mountain meadows spread below.
The birds we expect to see include the Spotted Nutcracker, Ring
Ouzel, Willow Tit. There is a chance to catch a glimpse of a Rock
Partridge too. The diverse plant life includes: Primula deorum, Lilium jankae, Lilium martagon, Geum coccineum, Dactylorhiza saccifera, Gentiana lutea, Dianthus superbus, Pinguicula balcanica,
Dactylorhiza cordigera. The area provides very good chances to
enjoy the Balkan Chamois too.

Varna
Sofia
Bourgas
Plovdiv

Day 1 Arrival at Varna Airport and transfer
north to Coastal Dobroudzha
Day 2 Morning – the coastal lakes of
Durankulak and Shabla;
afternoon – Cape Kaliakra
Day 3 Transfer to the southern Bulgarian
coast through the Eastern Balkan
Mnts, Kamchia riverine forests and
Bourgas wetlands
Day 4 The Strandzha Mnts, the Ropotamo
river and the Bourgas wetlands
Day 5 Transfer southwest to the Eastern
Rhodopes through the Sakar Hills
Day 6 A day in the Eastern Rhodopes
Day 7 Morning – the Eastern Rhodopes,
afternoon – transfer to the Western
Rhodopes
Day 8 A day in the Western Rhodope Mnts
Day 9 Transfer to the northern part of
the Pirin Mnts;
afternoon – Pirin N. P.
Day 10 Transfer to Rila Mnts and spending
the rest of the day in the Rila N. P.
Day 11 Transfer to Sofia for departure

Rose-coloured Starling
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Wild Flowers in Spring
A delightful holiday, designed to introduce you to a wealth of beautiful coastal and low mountain wild flowers, many of which endemic
to the Balkan region. We will explore the Black Sea coast, the Eastern Balkan, the Strandzha and the Eastern Rhodope Mountains.
The tour starts from the northeastern corner of Bulgaria – the steppes of
Coastal Dobroudzha and the sea cliffs around Cape Kaliakra. Here are the
last remnants of the Great Steppe, formerly occupying the bigger part of
the region. The kaleidoscopic hues of wild peonies, irises and adonises in
spring create the special appeal of this area.
Some of the key plants to be seen here: Paeonia tenuifolia, Paeonia peregrina,
Artemisia pedemontana, Asphodeline lutea, Iris pumila, Scutellaria orientalis,
Salvia nutans, Nonnea atra, Ruta glaveolens, Euphorbia myrsinites, etc.
While in the area we will visit the picturesque sea town of Balchik with
its beautiful limestone cliffs, facing the seashore. In biotopes of bush and
herbaceous vegetation we will be looking for Matthiola odoratissima, Tanacetum millefolium, Achillea clypeolata, Inula ensifolia, Aster oleifolius, Ajuga
laxmanii, Jurinea stoechadifolia, Astragalus sprunerii, Veronica barelierii, etc.
Further north we will explore the sea shore, sand dunes and water-fringe
vegetation of the coastal lakes Durankulak and Shabla for Alyssum borzaeanum, Silene thymifolia, Glaucium glavum, Euphorbia lucida, etc.
Driving southwards we will visit the Pobiti Kamani – a unique site covered
by surface tertiary sands with standing stone columns. There we will look
for psamophytic, endemic and relict species of plants like Anthemis regisborisii, Anchusa velenovskyi, Silene frivaldskyana, Sempervivum zeleborii,
Ephedra dystachya, etc.
Then we turn inland, at the foot of the Eastern Balkan Mountain with a
stop at the Kamchia Nature Reserve. This area is remarkable for its variety
– unique riverine flooded forests (Fraxinus oxycarpa + Quercus pedunculiflora), beaches with high sand dunes, marshy remnants of old riverbeds,
cutting deep into the forest. The unusual coexistence of ash, oak, elm,
alder and maple trees with lianas climbing between their branches, creates
the impression of a tropical forest. There we expect to find Jurinea albicaulis
ssp. killaea, Iris suaveolens, Anacamptis pyramidalis, Smilax excelsa, Periploca
graeca, etc.

Itinerary:

Mid-April – May
For the last part of the tour we will drive back to the coast and
reach the Strandzha Mountain. It is an endless chain of mild crests
and folding wood-covered tops. Small villages, with their pastures
and meadows, lie dispersed on the mountain slopes between the
meanders of several picturesque rivers. The Strandzha occupies one
of the first places in Europe in terms of biological diversity. Its forests are representative of the typical temperate broad-leaved oak
forest and oriental beech forests with laurel undergrowth, featuring the native Rododendron ponticum.
In the next three days we will explore the lower basins of the
Strandzha rivers with their thermophylous forests, coastal cliffs
and sand dunes. Here we will try to find Tulipa thracica, Leucojum
aestivum, Ruscus aculeatus, Leymus racemosus ssp. sabulosus, Silene
euxina, Linum tauricum ssp. bulgaricum, Stachys maritima, Eryngium
maritimum, Limodorum abortivum, Verbascum bugulifolium, Verbascum phoeniceum, Salvia forskahlei, Trachystemon orientale, Cistus
salvifolius, Cistis incanus, Serapias vomeracea, Orchis morio, Orchis
papilionacea, Iris sintenisii, Geranium asphodeloides, Silene copmacta, Jurinea mollis, Calystegia soldanella, Crambe maritima.
Finally we will spend a day in the heart of the Strandzha Mountain
woods of Fagus orientalis, Quercus polycarpa, Quercus hartwissiana with Daphne pontica, Rhododendron ponticum, Epimedium pubigerum, Laurocerasus officinalis, Ilex colchica, Mespilus germanica,
Pyracantha coccinea, Stachys thracica, etc. It’s the kind of place you
could spend weeks!

Eastern Rhodopes

Varna
Sofia
Bourgas
Plovdiv

Day 1 Arrival at Varna Airport and transfer
to Coastal Dobroudzha
Days 2 & 3 Coastal Dobroudzha steppes
and sea cliffs
Day 4 Varna region
Day 5 Drive southwards, to the Eastern
Balkan Mountain, with a stop at
the Kamchia riverine forests
Day 6 Sinite Kamani Nature Park in
the Eastern Balkan Mountain
Days 7 & 8 The Eastern Rhodope Mnts
Day 9 Drive back to the coast
Day 10 The Ropotamo River Nature Reserve
Day 11 The Strandzha Mountain
Day 12 The Strandzha Mountain
Day 13 Departure

Our next stop is Sinite Kamani (The Blue Rocks) Nature Park: we will explore
the Park’s rocky biotopes, grasslands and bush formations for Iris reichenbachii, Syringa vulgaris, Tulipa australis, Orchis pinetorum, Fritillaria pontica,
Iberis saxatilis, Anthylis montana, Globularia aphyllanthes, Doronicum hungaricum, Cephalanthera damassonium, Potentilla rupestris, Geranium phaeum, Pulsatilla halleri, etc.
Pulsatilla halleri

All too soon it will be time to drive to the Eastern Rhodopes. The Rhodopes are the mountain considered to be the oldest land on the Balkans.
The mountain’s rolling hillsides alternate with rugged landscape of jagged
peaks, towering cliffs and sparsely vegetated slopes. The range of beautiful and rare plants in the Eastern Rhodopes includes Haberlea rhodopensis,
Verbascum rorripifolium, Hypericum moutbretti, Onosma thracica, Inula adschersoniana, Campanula cervicaria, Smyrnium perfoliatum, Orchis papilionacea, Ophrys mammosa, Ophrys cornuta etc.
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Aquilegia aurea
Haberlea rhodopensis

TO U R S

Mountain Flowers

Mid-June – Mid-July

A leisure tour, designed to introduce you to a wealth of beautiful
high mountain plants, many of which endemic to the Balkan region.
We will explore the Vitosha Nature Park, the Rila and the Pirin National Parks and the Western Rhodope Mountains.

Viola grisebachiana, Viola perinensis, Oxytropis urumovii, Leontopodium alpinum, Galium stojanovii, Dryas octopetala, Salix reticulata,
Gymnadenia frivaldii, Onobrychis pindicola, Aubrieta inttermedia, Saponaria bellidioides, etc.

Our tour starts in the Vitosha Mountain Nature Park with its variety of
habitats – sub-alpine shrubs and grasslands, natural coniferous forests with
alpine meadows, peat lands and rocky biotopes. The Vitosha Nature Park
is a home to a variety of wildlife, including 1500 species of higher plants, 31
species of which are Balkan endemics.
Some of the key plant species to be seen there: Lilium jankae, Lilium martagon,
Geum coccineum, Jovibarba heuffelii, Senecio pancicii, Dactylorhiza saccifera,
Gentiana lutea, Gentiana asclepiadea, Dianthus superbus, Silene roemerii,
Cirsium appendiculatum, Cirsium heterotrychum, Heracleum verticillatum,
Pinguicula balcanica, Dactylorhiza cordigera, Bruckentalia spiculifolia, Viola
dacica, etc.

Finally we will visit the Western Rhodopes Mountains. Compared
to the previous two mountains it is lower, with milder climate and
rounded, pine-clad hills, occasionally cut by streams and rivers winding through deep gorges. Over 2000 species of plants have been recorded there, 90 of which are endemic to the Balkans. In the northwestern part of the mountain we expect to find Campanula lanata,
Sempervivum erythraeum, Armeria rumelica, Onosma aucherana,
Geum rhodopaeum, Astragalus centralpinus, Linum capitatum, Viola
rhodopaea, Dianthus deltoides, Dactylorhiza baumanniana, Campanula sparsa, Carduus kerneri, etc.
Then we will dedicate a day to region of the Trigrad gorge, looking
for Abies borisii-regis, Haberlea rhodopensis, Morina persica, Sideritis scardica, Scabiosa rhodopensis, Arenaria rhodopaea, Micromeria
cristata, Petkovia orphanidea, Trachelium rumelianum, Hypericum
montbretii, Secale rhodopaeum, etc.

The next four days are dedicated to the Rila Mountain. The Rila is the highest
mountain on the Balkan peninsular. More than 200 lakes sparkle amidst the
alpine meadows and rocky screes, giving birth to some of the biggest rivers
on the Balkans. For six months of the year thick snow covers the mountain’s
alpine share and the heavy ice bounding the lakes reigns long after the
arrival of spring. Then comes the time of rare and beautiful mountain flowers
like Aquilegia aurea and Geum bulgaricum, the blue blossoms of Gentiana
pyrenaica, the dark-pink of the heavenly Primula deorum, a local endemic,
and many more rare or localized flower species. In the coniferous forests,
subalpine grasslands and rocky areas in the Rila National Park we will try to
find Dianthus microlepis, Leontodon rilaense, Jasione bulgarica, Jasione laevis
ssp. orbiculata, Potentilla haynaldiana, Saxifraga pedemontana, etc.
In the lowlands, on our way to the Rila we will explore dry grasslands, shrub
communities and secondary forests of Quercus pubescens and Carpinus
orientalis holding Jurinea consanguinea, Centaurea immanuelis-loewi,
Centaurea salonitana, Allium albidum, Anthylis aurea, Scabiosa argentea,
Scabiosa triniifolia, Hypericum rumeliacum, Digitalis lanata, Micromeria
cristata, Edraianthus serbicus, etc.
On one of this days we will visit the famous Rila Monastery, the second
biggest monastic complex on the Balkans, dating from the 10th century and
listed as a UNESCO cultural heritage site.
We will move on to the Pirin Mountain and will stay in the area for two
days. The mountain’s astonishing nature is included in the borders of the
Pirin National Park. The Park’s relief is of strongly expressed alpine character.
Emerald glacier lakes reflect the surrounding peaks and sharp crests.
Enormous spruce and white fir forests, thick pine-scrub formations and
vast mountain meadows spread below. Some of the Macedonian pine trees
(Pinus heldreichii) in the Park are more than 1000 years old.

In the region of the picturesque Smolyan lakes, surrounded by
rounded, pine-wood slopes, we will be looking for Menyanthes trifoliata, Utricularia sp., Equisetum fluviatilis, Betonica officinalis, Potamogeton natans, Carex rostrata, Sparganium emersum, etc.
Then we will explore the northern share of the mountain for Gentianella bulgarica, Digitalis viridiflora, Silene saxifraga, Gentiana cruciata, Silene asterias, Silene velenovskyi, Onosma rhodopaea, Marrubium frivaldskyanum, Campanula glomerata, Coeloglossum viride,
Lychnis coronaria, Lilium martagon, Dianthus cruentus ssp. turcicus,
Aquilegia nigrescens, etc.

Itinerary:
Varna
Sofia
Bourgas
Plovdiv

Day 1 Arrival at Sofia Airport
Day 2 Vitosha Mountain Nature Park
Day 3 Drive to the Rila Mountain
Days 4 & 5 Rila Mountain National Park
Days 6 & 7 Pirin Mountain National Park
Day 8 Transfer to the Western
Rhodope Mountains
Days 9 & 10 The Western Rhodope Mnts:
Trigrad & Yagodina gorges
Day 11 The Western Rhodope Mountains:
Dobrostan region
Day 12 Assenovgrad and surroundings
Day 13 Departure
Pirin Mnts – subalpine and alpine scenery

While in the region, we will spend a day for sightseeing and delve
into the region’s cultural aspects by visiting the Bachkovo Monastery
and Assenova fortress. Yet, we will keep an open eye for Pistacia
terebinthus, Seseli rhodopaeum, Achillea clypeolata, Centaurea salonitana, Inula aschersoniana, Jasminum fruticans and Colutea arborescens.

Papaver degenii

We will explore the forests of Pinus heldreichii and Pinus peuce, subalpine
grasslands and rocky biotops in Pirin Mountains, where we will look for: Verbascum davidoffii, Daphne oleoides, Campanula velebitica, Arenaria pirinica,
Erysimum drenovskii, Brassica jordanoffii, Saxifraga luteo-viridis, Saxifraga
sempervivum, Saxifraga ferdinandi-coburgi, Veronica kellererii, Papaver degenii,
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Itinerary:
Varna
Sofia
Bourgas

TO U R S

Brown Bears and
Birds

Wolves and Vultures in
the Eastern Rhodopes

April – November

October – March

Bulgaria hosts one of the most stable populations of the
Brown Bear in Europe. About 900 animals inhabit the mountains in the central and southwestern parts of the country.

The Eastern part of the Rhodope Mountains is locked between the valleys of the big rivers Arda and Maritsa in southern Bulgaria, near the border with Greece. This area hosts
exceptional biodiversity – a result of the mixture of Mediterranean and continental climate. This is the realm of the
wolf packs, as here is one of the densest populations of the
Wolf in Bulgaria. The most spectacular birds of the region in
winter are the vultures – Eurasian Griffon and Eurasian Black
vultures

Plovdiv

Day 1 Arrival at Sofia Airport and transfer to
the Rhodopes
Days 2–4 Day walks to look at Bear
tracks and markings, birdwatching,
photographing; Late afternoons &
evenings in the observation hides
Day 5 Transfer to Sofia and departure

This exciting tour focuses on watching the Brown Bear in the virgin
recesses of the Western Rhodope Mountains. The Western Rhodopes are one of the biggest mountain massifs on the Balkan peninsular and have a great significance for the conservation of vast
deciduous forests and unique conifer forests. It is one of the main
refuges of the Brown Bear in Bulgaria. The mountain is also home
of the Grey Wolf, the European Wild Cat and the Balkan subspecies
of Chamois. Depending on the time of year, you will have bigger
or smaller chances to see these animals, as well as the Wild Boar,
Red Deer, Roe Deer, Badger, Brown Hare, Stone Marten. The best
time to see the Brown Bear is April – May and September – November. The bird diversity in the Western Rhodopes is amazing, with
nearly 150 breeding species recorded there. The region holds the
biggest breeding population of the Capercaillie in Bulgaria and is
one of the most valuable areas in the country for the conservation
of the Hazel Grouse, Honey Buzzard, Black Woodpecker, Whitebacked Woodpecker, Grey-headed Woodpecker, Tengmalm’s Owl,
Pygmy Owl, European Nightjar, Spotted Nutcracker, Ring Ouzel,
Wallcreeper. On this tour you will have extraordinary chances to
see and enjoy many of these special birds.
Tour program:
Upon your arrival at Sofia Airport we will drive to the core of one
of the game reserves in the Western Rhodopes, where we will be
based for the next 4 days/nights. You will be introduced to the local rangers, who are very familiar with the behavior and local distribution of the Brown Bear and the other big mammals in the area.
You will learn about the Bear’s status, behavior and habits and the
conditions for bear tracking and viewing in the area.

Pygmy Owl
Brown Bear

As you may know, wolves are extremely difficult to watch, unless
you are really lucky. To experience better the area and its wildlife
you will be taken to explore tracks and signs of the wolf’s presence
and hear wolf howling. You will learn about the wolves’ status,
behavior, hunting strategies and main prey.
The only wild populations of Griffon and Black vultures in Bulgaria
have survived here, in the Eastern Rhodopes. In cooperation with
local conservation organizations we support the vulture populations in winter by regularly bringing carcass to the feeding tables.
This became necessary because of the decline of stock breeding in
the past, which was driving the vultures towards extinction. During
the tour we will visit an area where one of the feeding places is
situated to observe the vultures at close distance.

Itinerary:
Varna
Sofia
Bourgas
Plovdiv

Day 1 Arrival at Sofia Airport and drive to
the Eastern Rhodopes
Days 2, 3 & 4 Day walks in the area,
preferably early in the morning and
late in the afternoon
Day 5 Watching vultures and other birds of
prey at the Vulture feeding spot
Day 6 Drive to Sofia and departure
Griffon Vulture with Red Fox

Other animals likely to be seen during the tour: Fallow Deer, Wild
Boar, Roe Deer, Red Fox, Golden Jackal, Stone Marten, Wildcat,
European Otter.
Main species of birds to be seen during the tour: Eurasian GriffonVulture, Eurasian Black Vulture, Eastern Imperial Eagle, White-tailedEagle, Golden Eagle, Long-legged Buzzard, Chukar, Black Woodpecker, Middle Spotted Woodpecker, Lesser Spotted Woodpecker,
Syrian Woodpecker, Western Rock Nuthatch, Sombre Tit, etc.

We will take day walks in the Brown Bear habitats, where we will
look at Bear tracks and markings and by a lucky chance see a bear
in day time. The main approach for observing bears, however, is
to stay in a hide in front of a feeding place frequented by Bears
and, if lucky, watch them from about 30–40 meters. We have to
enter the hide about three-four hours before darkness. We stay in
the hide as long as you wish, although it is preferable to stay there
until the morning in order to increase the chances to see Bears and
other mammals. The hides are completely safe, made of concrete
or wood, with a bed and chairs inside, normally hosting three to
six persons.

Fallow Deer

The best time to see Brown Bears is April – May and late September
– early November, when they come out of or prepare for hibernation.
From mid-April to early May you can observe and photograph displaying Capercaillies at their lekking grounds. If you wish to do
so, please be prepared for early morning outings and walks in the
snow.
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Itinerary:
Varna
Sofia
Bourgas
Plovdiv

Day 1 Transfer to Pirin Mountains
Day 2 Pirin National Park
Day 3 Transfer to Melnik along
the Struma river valley
Day 4 Melnik area and Struma river valley
Day 5 Transfer to Slavyanka Mountain
via Southern Pirin
Day 6 Slavyanka Mountain and
Mesta river valley
Day 7 Transfer to Rila Mountain
Day 8 Rila National Park
Day 9 Drive to Sofia; departure
Southern White Admiral

TO U R S

Butterfly Tour

Dragonfly Tour

Mid-June – Mid-August

June – July

A 9-day wildlife holiday to Bulgaria’s south-western mountain
ranges in search of the most desirable species of butterflies
on the Balkan peninsula.

With its 68 dragonfly species on record, Bulgaria boasts a
remarkable Odonata diversity, given that the registered dragonfly species in Europe are 130. Here we come across dragonflies from the sea level to the high mountain zones.

DDuring the first part of this tour we will explore the northern
part of the Pirin Mountains. This is landscape of exceptional natural
beauty, boasting high peaks over 2500 m and fascinating alpine
meadows dotted with glacial lakes, dense forests and spectacular
rocky gorges. The butterfly fauna there includes the Balkan Clouded Yellow, Mountain Small White, Clouded Apollo, Balkan Copper,
Higgin’s Anomalous Blue, Phalakron Blue, Amanda’s Blue, Meleager’s Blue, Blue Argus, Mountain Argus, Balkan Fritillary, Cynthia’s
Fritillary, Nettle-tree Butterfly, Nicholl’s Ringlet, Bulgarian Ringlet,
Eastern Large Heath.
Along the Struma valley we will be looking for Eastern Festoon,
Powdered Brimstone, Little Tiger Blue, Eastern Baton Blue, Escher’s
Blue, Nettle-tree Butterfly, Yellow-legged Tortoiseshell, Balkan Marbled White, Hungarian Glider, Southern White Admiral, Whitebanded Grayling, Lattice Brown, Yellow-banded Skipper.
In the next days we will visit the Slavyanka Mountain and the Mesta River valley. It is a former border zone, which for many years
have had limited access, and therefore have very rich wildlife. The
character and physical appearance of the mountains here changes
significantly from the wetter high mountain areas to the dry, Mediterranean habitats, which variable flora is matched by a wonderful
selection of butterflies, like Krueper’s Small White, Anomalous Blue,
Osiris Blue, Large Blue, Freyer’s Fritillary, Twin-spot Fritillary, Eastern
Rock Grayling, Great Banded Grayling, Delattin’s Grayling, Marbled
Skipper, Southern Small White. In the lowland areas we have good
chances to find Large Copper, Purple-shot Copper, Lesser Fiery
Cooper, Ilex Hairstreak, Eastern Short-tailed Blue, Reverdin’s Blue,
Balkan Zephyr Blue, Freyer’s Purple Emperor and Eastern Greenish
Black-tip.
The last part of our trip will take us back north - to the Rila Mountains, where we will explore the subalpine and alpine zones of the
northern part of the mountains, looking for alpine specialties like
Apollo, Balkan Clouded Yellow, Balkan Copper, Bosnian Blue, Poplar Admiral, Shepherd’s Fritillary, Bulgarian Ringlet, Nicholl’s Ringlet,
Ottoman Brassy Ringlet, Water Ringlet, Black Ringlet, Dewy Ringlet,
Dusky Grizzled Skipper.

Ottoman Brassy Ringlet

Balkan Copper

We will start our tour from the southwestern part of Bulgaria,
where we will be staying for three nights in the picturesque town
of Melnik. We will explore the Struma valley and some small wetlands in the foot of the mountains around, looking for Small Emerald Damslfly (Lestes virens), Goblet-marked Damselfly (Erythromma
lindenii), Small Red-eyed Damselfly (Erythromma viridulum), Green
Clubtail (Ophiogomphus cecilia), Balkan Goldenring (Cordulegaster
heros), Sombre Goldenring (Cordulegaster bidentata), Southern
Skimmer (Orthetrum brunneum), Banded Darter (Sympetrum pedemontanum), Spotted Darter (Sympetrum depressiusculum).
During our stay in this area we will cross the border with Greece
and go further down the Struma valley to Lake Kerkini, where we
will be looking for Small Red-eyed Damselfly (Erythromma viridulum), River Clubtail (Gomphus flavipes), Bladetail (Lindenia tetraphylla), Yellow-spotted Emerald (Somatochlora flavomaculata),
White-tailed Skimmer (Orthetrum albistylum) and Black Pennant
(Selysiothemis nigra).
Then we will drive eastwards via the spectacular Trigrad Gorge in
the Western Rhodopes, which is in fact the Bulgarian Wallcreeper
stronghold, and the Smolyan lakes where we could find Dainty
Damselfly (Coenagrion scitulum), Northern Damselfly (Coenagrion
hastulatum), Balkan Emerald (Somatochlora meridionalis) and Yellow-winged Darter (Sympetrum flaveolum).

Itinerary:
Varna
Sofia
Bourgas
Plovdiv

Day 1 Arrival at Sofia Airport and
transfer to Melnik
Day 2 Melnik region
Day 3 Kerkini Lake
Day 4 Transfer to Trigrad area in
the Western Rhodopes
Day 5 Transfer to the Eastern Rhodopes
with a stop at the Smolyan lakes
Day 6 The Eastern Rhodopes
Day 7 Transfer to the southern Black Sea
coast via Maritsa river valley
Day 8 The Bourgas wetlands
Day 9 The Strandzha Mountain
Day 10 Departure

Our next base will be in the Eastern Rhodopes.There we will expect
to find Turkish Goldenring (Cordulegaster picta), Bulgarian Emerald
(Somatochlora borisii), Eastern Specter (Caliaeschna microstigma),
Dainty Damselfly (Coenagrion scitulum), Scarce Emerald Damselfly
(Lestes dryas) and Odalisque (Epallage fatime).

Odalisque

On the seventh day of the tour we will reach the Black Sea coast,
where the first area to explore will be the wetlands around the city
of Bourgas. En-route we will stop at riverine habitats in search of
River Clubtail (Gomphus flavipes) and Odalisque (Epallage fatime).
In the wetlands around Bourgas we will look for Goblet-marked
Damselfly (Erythromma lindeni), Southern Darter (Sympetrum meridionale), Eastern Willow Spreadwing (Lestes parvidens), Southern
Skimmer (Orthetrum brunneum), Lesser Emperor (Anax parthenope), Dark Spreadwing (Lestes macrostigma), Scarlet Darter (Crocothemis erythraea), Norfolk Hawker (Aeshna isosceles), Small Redeyed Damselfly (Erythromma viridulum), Small Emerald Damselfly
(Lestes virens), Blue-eyed Goldenring (Cordulegaster insignis) and
other more common species.
While in the area we will dedicate a day to the rivers, ponds and
marshes of the Strandzha Mountain. Some of the key species to
be seen there include Beautiful Demoiselle (Calopteryx virgo meridionalis), Balkan Emerald (Somatochlora meridionalis), Bulgarian
Emerald (Somatochlora borisii), Southern Emerald Damselfly (Lestes
barbarus), Turkish Goldenring (Cordulegaster picta) and Eastern
Spectre (Caliaeschna microstigma).
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The transfer for departure on the last day could be either to
Varna/Bourgas or Sofia Airport.
Balkan Goldenring
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NATURAL HISTORY & CULTURE

Mountain birds, flowers
and butterflies,
with extension to lake Kerkini (northern Greece)

Spotted
Nutcracker
Trollius europaeus

Bulgaria’s exceptional natural history is well-known to travelers, who
have previously joined our wildlife holidays. This tour is designed to
diversify our mountain birdwatching, butterfly and botanical experience by introducing you to the wealth of wildlife of Lake Kerkini in
northern Greece.
During the first part of this tour we will explore the Rila and the Pirin
Mountains. This is landscape of exceptional natural beauty, boasting high
peaks over 2500 m, alpine meadows dotted with glacial lakes, dense forests, spectacular rocky gorges and precipitous cliffs. For six months of the
year thick snow covers the mountains’ alpine share. The arrival of spring,
however, is marked with an outburst of rare and beautiful mountain flowers, like Pulsatilla vernalis and Geum bulgaricum, the blue blossoms of
Gentiana pyrenaica, the dark-pink of the heavenly Primula deorum, a local
endemic, and many more rare or localized flower species.
The Pirin and Rila National Parks hold outstanding wildlife. They provide
refuge to the Brown Bear, the Wolf and the Balkan Chamois. A big variety
of attractive birds occur in the alpine and forest areas, including Alpine
Chough, Spotted Nutcracker, Hazel Grouse, Pygmy Owl, White-backed
Woodpecker. The butterfly fauna there features the Balkan Copper, Balkan
Marbled White, Higgin’s Anomalous Blue, Phalakron Blue, Amanda’s Blue,
Meleager’s Blue, Yellow-banded Skipper, Balkan Fritillary and many others.

Apollo Butterflies

Medieval monasteries with magnificent murals and icons are huddled in
the mountain recesses. One of them is the famous Rila Monastery, which is
included in UNESCO’s world heritage list and which we are going to visit.
Having spent a couple of days in the mountains we will move down along
the Struma river valley and across the Bulgarian-Greek border to Lake
Kerkini in northern Greece. Nestled picturesquely between two separate
mountain ranges, Lake Kerkini is one of the true jewels of European birding
and the core of a nature reserve that is a relatively unexplored wonderland
of beauty and biological diversity. Plenty of White and Dalmatian pelicans,
Pygmy Cormorants, herons, ducks and storks, Rollers and Bee-eaters, water-lilies, riverside forests and fantastic panoramic view from the mountains of Belasitsa and Krousia give it a characteristic atmosphere. birding.

32

Itinerary:

May-July
The combination of wildfowl, flora and fauna, good weather for a
large part of the year and a virtually traffic-free track around the
lake make it ideal for a day’s birding.
Back in Bulgaria we will spend another couple of days in the foothills of the Pirin Mountain and around the town of Melnik – our
base. Melnik is one of those traditional villages in the mountains
turned into open-air crafts and architecture museums, where one
can feel what life used to be like a century or two ago. It is also
famous for its locally produced wines, which we are going to taste.
The climate and the flora here are predominantly Mediterranean,
the dry and rocky terrain encouraging a variety of butterflies and
dragonflies to add their color to the displays of wild flowers. Great
Banded Grayling, Swallowtail, Freyer’s Purple Emperor and Hungarian Glider are just a few of the butterflies recorded here.
Mountains, though quite different in nature, will be our next destination – the Rhodopes. Their western part with rounded, pine-covered hills is occasionally cut by streams and rivers running through
deep gorges. One of them is the famous Trigrad Gorge, where we
may have a chance to see the beautiful Wallcreeper. The vertical
limestone cliffs of the gorge resound with the noise of numerous
Alpine Swifts and Crag Martins and echo with the shrill calls of the
Peregrine Falcon. The range of interesting and colorful plants in the
Rhodopes is a feast for the eye – Haberlea rhodopensis, Sideritis
scardica, Scabiosa rhodopensis, Campanula cervicaria, Hypericum
montbretii, Verbascum humile, Campanula orphanidea and many
species of orchids.
Quite different is the view of the Eastern Rhodopes – it is a mountain of jagged peaks, towering cliffs and sparsely vegetated, boulder-strewn slopes. The most spectacular bird residents there are
the Griffon Vultures, inhabiting the crater of an ancient volcano.
Eurasian Black and Egyptian vultures, White-tailed and Imperial
Eagles are also frequent visitors of the feeding tables. We will see
many Black Storks feeding in the rivers and enjoy the colourful
Red-rumped Swallow, Blue Rock Trush, Woodchat and Red-backed
Shrikes, Black-headed Bunting.

Kerkini Lake

Varna
Sofia
Bourgas
Plovdiv

Day 1 Arrival at Sofia Airport and transfer
to the Rila Mountains
Day 2 Rila National Park
Day 3 Pirin National Park
Days 4 & 5 Kerkini lake in Northern Greece
Days 6 & 7 Melnik area in the foothills of
the Pirin and Slavyanka Mountains
Day 8 Transfer to the Western Rhodopes
Day 9 The Western Rhodopes
Day 10 Transfer to the Eastern Rhodopes
Day 11 The Eastern Rhodopes
Day 12 Transfer to Sofia via Koprivshtitsa
Day 13 Departure

Black Stork
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This tour will take you to explore the best of Romania’s wildlife and
scenery, including the most spectacular birdwatching sites in the
Danube Delta and Coastal Dobrogea, the picturesque gorges and
twinkling lakes, the swaying hay meadows and endless forests of the
Hargita and Southern Carpathian Mountains, with excellent chances
to see Brown Bears and other rare European animals and plants.
We will travel back in time as we pass through medieval landscapes,
historical towns and castles, admiring the countryside and enjoying
the tasty local food.

Pied Wheatear
Brown Bear

We start our tour exploring the Dobrogea region, the easternmost part
of Romania – a mix of dry, gently rolling steppes and farmlands, dotted
with woodland hills, a wealth of lakes, marshes and lush meadows along
the Black Sea coast, picturesque villages and medieval castles. In the coastal
lagoons and marshlands we will be looking for various water birds, including Purple Heron, Squacco Heron, Marsh Harrier, Collared Pratincole, Kentish Plover, Black-winged Stilt, a variety of warblers inhabiting the reedbeds,
different species of gulls and terns. There will be good chances to encounter the elusive European Golden Jackal, plus a lot of butterflies and dragonflies. While in the area, we will stop at the Greek and Roman ruins of Histria
Fortress, where apart from the cultural aspects we will have an opportunity
to explore the wildlife of the wetlands surrounding the ruins.
Moving inland we will visit one of the beautiful gorges in this area. There
we will be watching for breeding Eurasian Hoopoe, Pied Wheatear, Isabelline Wheatear, Eastern Black-eared Wheatear, plus Long-legged Buzzard,
Levant Sparrowhawk, Booted Eagle, Short-toed Eagle. Small woodlands,
shrubs and steppe grasslands, surrounding the gorge can produce Stone
Curlew, Syrian Woodpecker, Red-backed Shrike, Lesser-Grey Shrike, Woodchat Shrike, Barred Warbler. In the steppes we can also find the European
Souslik – a small, cute rodent living in burrows. Here we will be able to
enjoy colourful Bee-eater colonies, with Rollers often nesting next to them
on the same ground walls.
Further north, driving to the port town of Tulcea we will make a long stop
in the old deciduous forests on the hills, looking for various birds like the
Middle Spotted Woodpecker, Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, Wood Warbler,
Sombre Tit, Hawfinch. We will also spend time exploring riverine forests
and reedbeds in the vicinity of Tulcea, searching for Black Woodpecker,
Grey-headed Woodpecker, Bearded Reedling, Eurasian Penduline Tit, Icterine Warbler.
One of the highlights of this tour is the 2-day boat trip in the Danube
Delta. The Danube Delta is the second-largest delta in Europe, comprising about 3,000 square kilometers of reedbeds, shallow lakes and forested
islands with spectacular wildlife. We board the boat at Tulcea port and
spend the next two days exploring the core of the Delta, visiting scenic
pristine sites that hold a big variety of birds, including Dalmatian Pelican,
Great White Pelican, Pygmy Cormorant, Ferruginous Duck, Red-necked,
Black-necked and Great Crested Grebes, White-tailed Eagle, Red-footed
Falcon, Eurasian Spoonbill, Glossy Ibis, Little Bittern, Purple Heron, Squacco
Heron, Great Egret, Black-crowned Night Heron, Pallas’s Gull, Caspian Gull,
Whiskered Tern, Eurasian Penduline Tit, Great Reed Warbler, Thrush Nigtingale and many others. Our accommodation is in a guest house in the village
of Mila 23 – an isolated rustic settlement situated on a small island in the
core of the Delta.
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Little Bittern

Itinerary:

June – July

For the next three days our base will be a guest house in the Hargita
area. Here we will explore various forest habitats and flower-filled
meadows and pastures. The main birds to be seen include the Hazel Grouse, Hobby, White-backed Woodpecker, Great Grey Shrike,
Crested Tit, Spotted Nutcracker, Coal Tit, Crested Tit, Fieldfare,
Black Redstart, Wood Warbler and Wood Lark. We expect a big
variety of butterflies, as well as a lot of flowers, including a fine
selection of orchids – Birds’ Nest Orchid, Lesser Butterfly Orchid,
Fragrant Orchid, Bug Orchid, Heart-shaped Marsh Orchid and others. On one of the two days while in the area, or both days if you
prefer, we will enter a bear-watching hide in the late afternoon
and stay there until dark. The chances of seeing bears here are very
high, reaching nearly 100 %.
A visit to Romania would not be complete without enjoying the unbroken vista of the country’s highest mountains, the Carpathians in
Transylvania. This is a long chain of mountains in the southern, eastern and northern parts of Romania, with vast stretches of spruce,
beech and oak forests, holding with large populations of Brown
Bear, Wolf, Chamois and a rich diversity of birds, reptiles, amphibians, invertebrates and plants.
Driving south, to the Southern Carpathian Mountains, we will stop
at some of the local fish ponds, where we have good opportunities to encounter the Ferruginous Duck, Little Bittern, Night Heron,
Whiskered Tern, Savi’s and Sedge Warblers, and with a little bit of
luck, fishing Ospreys. We will be driving mostly through hilly areas,
covered with oak and beech forests and plenty of meadows in between, where we can see the Lesser Spotted Eagle, Goshawk, Fieldfair, Hawfinch, Serin and enjoy the colorful meadows. There will be
a lot of White Stork nests along the village streets we are passing
through. If time allows we may stop to see the historical town of
Sigishoara, considered to be the most beautiful and well-preserved
inhabited citadel in Europe with authentic medieval architecture.
Our accommodation for the next three nights will be in a small
hotel in the Carpathian mountains.
In the following two days we will be exploring the alpine and
conifer forests zones of the Southern Carpathians – the highest
part of this mountain chain. In the mountain rivers and streams
we will find White-throated Dippers and Grey Wagtails. There will
be a good variety of forest birds, including Black and Grey-headed woodpeckers, Red-breasted Flycatcher, Ring Ouzel, Willow Tit,
Crested Tit, Bullfinch. In the alpine areas we will have very good
chances to observe the Alpine Accentor, Black Redstart, Water Pipit,
Crag Martin, as well as one of the most beautiful and sought-after
birds in the world – the Wallcreeper.
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Next we will transfer north-west to the Hargita Mountains (part
of the Inner Eastern Carpathians). We will make an overnight stop
on the way, in the Putna -Vrancea Nature Park. The Park area covers diverse, biodiversity-rich landscapes, descending from West to
East and giving the region the aspect of a huge amphitheater.
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Day 1 Arrival at Bucharest/Varna and
transfer to Coastal Dobrogea
Day 2 Exploring coastal lagoons,
marshlands and inland gorges and
steppes
Day 3 Transfer north to the town of Tulcea
with a long stop in old forests
Days 4 & 5 Two-day boat trip in
the Danube Delta
Day 6 Transfer north-west to
Putna-Vrancea N.P.
Day 7 Transfer to the Hargita Mountains with
stops on the way for wildlife viewing
Days 8 & 9 Two days in the Hargita Mnts,
incl. bear viewing from a hide
Day 10 Transfer south to the Southern
Carpathian Mnts with a stop at the
historical town of Sigishoara
Days 11 & 12 Two days in the Southern
Carpathians
Day 13 Drive to Bucharest for departure

Southern Carpathians

We will be enjoying the alpine flora, as there will be plenty of
blooming plants on the mountain slopes, such as Rhododendron
myrtifolium, Geum ssp., Potentila ssp., anemones, violas and many
more, contributing to the colorful scenery. In the lower parts of the
mountains we will find a lot of flowering orchids and other interesting plants, plus a good variety of butterflies and other insects. This is
a very good area to watch the Chamois and the Alpine Marmot too.
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Wine, Nature and
Cultural Heritage

Little Owl
Grecian Copper

Bulgaria’s geographic position in the south-eastern corner of the Balkan peninsular and the wide range of habitats ensure outstanding
wildlife diversity and the country is becoming an increasingly popular
destination for wildlife enthusiasts. Even though Bulgaria’s unspoiled
nature is its greatest asset, the country’s cultural heritage and traditions are also exiting to discover. Magnificent architecture from the
18th and 19th centuries can be seen in many towns and villages.
Ancient icons, breath-taking murals and superb woodcarvings preserved in monasteries and churches, form just a part of the religious,
historic and cultural wealth you may discover on your journey.
This fascinating tour will bring you to an unspoiled and little-known area
of the South Balkans, where we will walk amongst pristine mountains and
enjoy superb local wines and delicious home-made dishes. We will start
from Bulgaria’s capital, the city of Sofia, which has a beautiful city centre
with many late 19th and early 20th century buildings. We will visit the famous
Boyana church, which is considered one of Bulgaria’s most significant cultural treasures and is included in UNESCO’s World Cultural Heritage List.
On our way to the south-western corner of Bulgaria we will stop to see
the Rila Monastery – one of the biggest monastic complex on the Balkans,
dated from the 10th c. and listed as a UNESCO cultural heritage site.
Our next stop is Melnik – a picturesque town in south-western Bulgaria, in
the middle of the most popular vine-growing region in Bulgaria, famous
for its local Broad-leaved Melnik vineyards and wines. While we are in the
region we will explore the surroundings of the town of Melnik and Rozhen
Monastery, one of the ancient monasteries preserved in Bulgaria, and taste
the wines of Damyanitca winery.

May – October
A highlight of the tour is the Rhodope Mountains – the home of
Orpheus and Dionysus. It is a mountain of myth and legend, where
spectacular scenery and rural idyll go hand in hand. We will visit
the Trigrad gorge in search for Wallcreepers and other rare birds
and will enter one of the most spectacular caves in Bulgaria, The
Devil’s Throat.

Itinerary:
Varna
Sofia
Bourgas

Leaving the mountain we will stop at its foot and visit the Assenova
Fortress – a Medieval fortification with a church overlooking the
town of Assenovgrad, with very beautiful and well preserved murals. In the evening we will taste the fine wines of a local winery.
We will spend a day sight-seeing in the old town of Plovdiv, where
will walk along the cobbled streets, visit Orthodox churches, ethnographic and art museums and the ancient Roman theater.
Then we will head north to the old Bulgarian capital Veliko Turnovo.
On the way we can visit another UNESCO World Heritage Site – the
Thracian tomb of Kazanluk – an exquisite example of ancient art
and painting, dated from the 5-th century BC. If you happen to come
in May or June, you will be able to enjoy the rose plantations of the
famous Bulgarian Rose Valley, which we will be crossing.
Back in the region of Sofia we may explore the Vitosha Nature Park
in the southern vicinity of the city.
By the end of the tour you will have realized how outstanding
Bulgarian culture and history are and how amazingly diverse its
wildlife is. Speaking of nature and biodiversity, on this tour we will
visit sites ranging from the lowlands of the Thracian Plain, which
hold a vast assemblage of birds and other wildlife to the pinescented slopes of the southwestern mountains. This is a corner of
Europe, where Red-rumped Swallows swoop throught the streets
and White storks nest on church domes, along with their attendant
«basement» neighbors, the noisy sparrows.

Day 1 Arrival at Sofia Airport
Day 2 City tour of Sofia and
visit the Rila Monastery
Day 3 Melnik region
Day 4 Drive to the Western Rhodopes
Day 5 Trigrad gorge and
drive to Assenovgrad
Days 6, 7 & 8 Assenovgrad and
surroundings; sight-seeing in Plovdiv
Day 9 Drive to Veliko Turnovo via
the Rose Valley
Day 10 & 11 Veliko Turnovo and
surroundings
Day 12 Transfer to Sofia
Day 13 Departure

European Souslik
Rila Monastery
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White Storks
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Bird Photography
in Spring
A 12-day bird photography tour providing excellent conditions to
take pictures of colourful and attractive European birds, like the
European Roller, European Bee-eater, Black-headed Bunting, Redbacked Shrike, Semi-collared Flycatcher, Pied Wheatear, Penduline
Tit, Masked Shrike and many others.
White-winged Tern

This tour includes 4 different regions in Bulgaria – the Black Sea
coast, the Sakar Hills, the Eastern Rhodope Mountains and the Western Rhodope Mountains. We take photos from a series of specially
built hides, as well as from various tent-hides and vehicles.

We usually start this 12-day tour from the Northern Bulgarian Black Sea
Coast, where we visit the area of the coastal lakes of Durankulak and Shabla, Cape Kaliakra and some nice wetlands around Varna. The main species
of birds, on which we focus are the Pygmy Cormorant, Garganey, Ferruginous Duck, Paddyfield Warbler, Savi’s Warbler, Black-headed Bunting, Penduline Tit, Pied Wheatear, Calandra Lark, Greater Short-toed Lark.
While in this area, we visit some of our well selected sites for European
Roller, European Bee-eater and Eurasian Hoopoe photography, where we
always take stunning images of these beautiful birds.
On the way south we make a few stops at the oak forests of the Eastern
Balkan Range to photograph the Semi-collared Flycatcher and possibly the
Middle-spotted and Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers.
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The Sakar Hills is another site, which is included in this tour. There
we usually take very good flight shots of the Eastern Imperial Eagle
and Long-legged Buzzard, feeding on the Souslik colonies in the
area. Variety of passerines can be photographed here, including
the Black-headed Bunting, Red-backed and Woodchat shrikes, Isabelline Wheatear and with a little bit of luck we can take excellent
photos of the Masked Shrike and Ortolan Bunting.

Itinerary:
Varna
Sofia
Bourgas
Plovdiv

On this tour we visit colorful meadows, sand dunes and shrub habitats, which are full of flowers, butterflies and other wildlife, giving
you an opportunity for enjoyable macro-photography.

Eurasian Hoopoe

May – June

Our next stop is the Bourgas wetlands, where we have excellent opportunities for photographing White Pelicans, Squacco, Night and Purple Herons
and a variety of waders, like the Black-winged Stilt, Pied Avoset, Kentish
Plover, Marsh Sandpiper.

Black-headed Bunting

Then we move on to the Eastern Rhodope Mountains. There we
make use of our special hides for photographing Eurasian Black,
Eurasian Griffon and Egyptian vultures feeding on the carcass.
There are good chances of photographing other birds of prey coming to the carcass, like the White-tailed Eagle and Black Kite. We
also survey the cliff formations in the area for Western Rock Nuthatch and Rock Bunting. We can put tent-hides along the Arda
river where there are excellent chances of photographing feeding
Black Storks.
Finally we travel to the Western Rhodopes, crossing lots of picturesque and scenic areas. We will spend a couple of days in Devin
area, exploring various habitats. There we can expect to photograph a lot of attractive birds like the White-throated Dipper, Firecrest, Crested Tit, Willow Tit, Black Redstart. We will also check the
rocky gorges in this area, hoping to find good opportunities to
photograph the Wallcreeper.
The tour can be extended to the mountains around Sofia, where
we have a good experience with the Spotted Nutcracker and
Ring Ouzel photography.
Based on the 12-day itinerary presented here we can propose
any itinerary for bird photography in Bulgaria, depending on
your target species and the time you are ready to spend.

White-tailed Eagle & Eurasian Griffon Vulture

Day 1
Arrival at Varna Airport
Days 2 & 3
Northern Black Sea coast
Day 4
Transfer to Bourgas via the forests in
the Eastern Balkan Range
Day 5
Bourgas wetlands
Day 6
Drive to the Sakar Hills and
the Eastern Rhodope Mountains
Days 7
Sakar Hills
Days 8 & 9
The Eastern Rhodopes
Days 10 &11
The Western Rhodopes
Day 12
Departure

European Bee-eater
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Winter Photography

European Golden Jackals

Winter is a great time for wildlife photography in Bulgaria and
Northern Greece and a season to be enjoyed, whether you are an
experienced photographer or a curious nature enthusiast. On this
tour we are visiting several areas in the two countries, targeting a
number of attractive and charismatic species of birds and mammals
set among beautiful winter scenery.
Winter is the time when many resident species of birds, including a variety
of waterfowl, birds of prey and passerines over-winter on or near the western Black Sea coast and northern Aegean Sea coast. Apart from our resident birds, different species from northern Europe and Asia also fly down
into our areas where winter is milder. Some of those species include the
Red-breasted Goose, Lesser White-fronted Goose, Whooper Swan, Tundra
Swan, Black-throated Diver, Red-breasted Merganser, Smew, Greater Spotted Eagle, Rough-legged Buzzard, Merlin, Great Grey Shrike, Brambling and
many more. Species that we have in lower numbers throughout the year
become more abundant during winter. Many mountain dwelling species of
birds will come down into the valleys and even into towns in the winter.
Such species include the Wallcreeper, Horned Lark, Water Pipit, Eurasian
Siskin, Eurasian Bullfinch.
One of the most attractive birds that we target in winter is the Dalmatian
Pelican. In this time of the year these birds are in full breeding plumage,
with their pouches bright red. Depending on the winter conditions and
your preferences we visit either the Lake Kerkini in Northern Greece, or
the Bourgas wetlands in the South-eastern Bulgaria. To take photos we approach the Dalmatian Pelicans both from the lakes’ banks and by boat.

European Wildcat

Kerkini Lake lies in a wonderful natural area along the Struma river valley. It is surrounded by magnificent mountain ranges with snow-capped
tops, that provide beautiful background for our photos. Except for the Dalmatian Pelicans, the lake offers good opportunities to take photos of the
White Pelican, Pygmy Cormorant, Great Egret, Greater Flamingo, Greater
Spotted Eagle, Common Crane and various waterfowl.

December – February
Another highlight on our winter photography tours is the Eurasian Griffon Vulture. For this part of the tour we visit the Eastern
Rhodope Mountains in southern Bulgaria – an area of exceptional
biodiversity in all seasons. Here we support the local vulture populations by regularly bringing carcass to the feeding tables. To take
photos while the birds are feeding and fighting for food we use the
adjacent fixed hides that we manage. Apart from the Eurasian Griffon Vulture, here we have good opportunities to photograph the
Eurasian Black Vulture, Golden Eagle, White-tailed Eagle and other
birds of prey. It sometimes happens a Red Fox, Wild Cat or a Wolf
to turn up at the feeding table too.
We also offer the option to photograph Golden Jackals from some
of our fixed hides. Depending on the weather conditions we may
have good chances also to photograph the Long-legged, Roughlegged and Common ‘Steppe’ Buzzards, Marsh Harrier and Hen
Harrier, often interacting or fighting for the food in front of the
hide.
With the leaves down, birds are easier to view and photograph and
in winter we maintain bird feeders in all the areas we are visiting.
There we can photograph a variety of forest and garden birds, including the Spotted Nutcracker, Hawfinch, Sombre Tit, Brambling,
Eurasian Siskin, several species of buntings and woodpeckers.

Varna
Sofia
Bourgas
Plovdiv

The convenient airports to fly to for such
winter photography tour are Sofia, Varna or
Bourgas in Bulgaria, Thessaloniki in Greece
and Bucharest in Romania. We will design
your day-to-day tour itinerary depending on
your targets and preferences.

As long as you are willing to brave the temperatures around and
sometimes below zero, you may discover that a winter photography experience with us can be such a rewarding and worthwhile
idea.

Eurasian Griffon Vultures

Our alternative destination for Dalmatian Pelican photography, the coastal
wetlands around the city of Bourgas, form one of Europe’s richest bird areas, with hundreds of Dalmatian Pelicans and thousands of Pygmy Cormorants in winter. As these birds are foraging and resting close to the shore,
they are usually easy to approach and photograph. There we can also expect to photograph the White-tailed Eagle, Bearded Reedling, Whooper
Swan, Tundra Swan, Black-necked Grebe, Great Egret and many other wintering birds.
Hawfinch
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Dalmatian Pelicans
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Itinerary:

Hide Photography
April – September

Varna
Sofia
Bourgas
Plovdiv

Day 1 Arrival at Sofia / Bourgas Airport
and transfer to the Eastern
Rhodopes
Days 2, 3 & 4 The Eastern Rhodopes
Day 5 Transfer to the Sakar Hills
Days 6 & 7 The Sakar Hills
Day 8 Departure

This is an 8-day tour, focusing on the rich bird diversity and
the beautiful scenery of the Eastern Rhodope Mountain and
the Sakar Hills.
We will start from the Eastern Rhodope Mountains, located in
southern Bulgaria near the state border with Greece. The region
hosts exceptional biodiversity – a result of the impact of the Mediterranean and continental climates. The diversity of birds of prey
is amazing – 36 species of the 38 recorded in Europe can be seen
there.
The main photography targets here are the birds of prey, coming
to feed on the carcass at the feeding places, which we manage together with the local conservation organisations. We stay in hides,
in front of which we can get three vulture species – Eurasian Griffon, Eurasian Black and Egyptian vulture, as well as some other
birds of prey like Golden Eagle, Eastern Imperial Eagle, White-tailed
Eagle and Black Kite. An occasional Wolf or Red Fox may turn up at
the feeding table too.
We offer two fixed hides, providing excellent opportunities to photograph the birds while feeding.
During the second part of the trip we drive to the region of Sakar
Hills. Here we can use our wooden hide built in front of a drinking
pool, or put tent-hides, that provide high chance to take pictures
of a variety of birds, among which the European Bee-eater, Turtle
Dove, Black-headed Bunting, Red-backed and Woodchat shrikes,
Isabelline Wheatear, Ortolan Bunting, Corn Bunting.
The otherwise rare European Souslik is very common in the Sakar
Hills area. There will be plenty of opportunities to take photos of
this cute rodent.
In April and May this tour can be extended to the Eastern Balkan
Range and Varna lake, where we offer excellent opportunities to
take photos of the Semi-collared Flycatcher and Pygmy Cormorant
from hides.

Egyptian Vulture
Eurasian Griffon Vulture
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p.15 (Red-breasted Goose, European Golden Jackal),
p.16 (Eurasian Black Vulture, Greater Flamingos),
p.18 (Levant Sparrowhawk), p.19 (Masked Shrike),
p.20 (Long-legged Buzzard with Common Buzzards),
p.21 (Wallcreepers, Wallcreeper), p.22 (European Roller),
p.24 (Ophrys cornuta), p.29 (Griffon Vulture with Red Fox),
p.30 (Ottoman Brassy Ringlet), p.32 (Spotted Nutcracker),
p.33 (Black Stork), p.36 (Grecian Copper, European Souslik),
p.38 (Black-headed Bunting), p.39 (European Bee-eater),
p.40 (European Golden Jackals, European Wildcat, Dalmatian
Pelicans)
Onni Rantanen – p.9 (Isabelline Wheatear), p.43 (Firecrest)
Simeon Gigov
p.11 (Spur-winged Lapwing), p.30 (Southern White Admiral),
p.31 (Odalisque, Balkan Goldenring), p.32 (Apollo Butterflies)
Viktor Vasilev
p.5 (Egyptian Vultures), p.10 (Red-necked Grebe)
p.13 (Montagu`s Harrier)
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Yono Tsenov
p.13 (Marsh Sandpiper), p.38 (White-tailed Eagle & Eurasian
Griffon Vulture)

Firecrest
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